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liamentary panel callsfor -

Do

atigrant workers database

Tt wants overhaul of archaic Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897

NEW DELHI
A national database of mi-
grant workers should be col-
lated at the earliest to ensure
that if ever there is a repeat
of a COVID-19-like pandem-
ic, the relief measures
should reach the intended
beneficiaries, the Standing
Committee on Home Affairs
"has noted 1n 1ts report. The
committee also recommend-
ed an urgent review of the
123-year-old Epidemic Dis-
eases Act, 1897

The committee, headed
by. senior Congress leader
Anand Sharma, unanimous-
Iy adopted the report “Man-
agement of COVID-19 pan-
demic and related issues” at
ameeting on Friday. It noted
that during the extended
lockdown, the task of identi-
fying the location and dis-
bursing reliefl measures to
the migrant workers became
difficult as thé Central go-
vernment did not have any
data of the migrant workers.

“In the absence of a com-
prehensive national data-
base, it is difficult to extend

the relief measures by the -

‘government to the intended
)eneﬁciaries,” the commit-
tee report said. The data-
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Migrants on their way to
their home States, in A.P.
earlier this year. sv.ram

base, as per the comumittee,
should have details of the
source State, the destination
State, skill set of the worker
and other contact details.

Many members at Fri-
day’s meeting noted that this
pandemic might not be the
Jast one to hit the country
and the government should
not depend o international
trends to tackle it, The Disas-
ter Management Act, 2005,
and the Epidemic Diseases
Act, 1897 — the two guiding
laws during the pandemic —
are insufficient, the commit-
tee has said.

The Home Ministry is al-
ready reviewing the provi-
sions of the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005. The
committee has recommend-

ed that a similar effort needs -

to be made for the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897,

Ancient provisions

“The Committee observes
that the provisions of the
Epidernic Diseases Act, 1897;

have helped in managing ‘

COVID-19 but this Act is out-
dated as it was framed in the
colonial era, which was even’
well before the Spanish flu of
1918. Therefore, the commit-
tee recommends that the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897,
should be revisited updated
and amended so that it is ful-
ly equipped to respond to
the challenges posed by the
an anticipated onset of the
pandermnic in the future,” the
report noted. .
The committee said that
the incoming international
passengers who entered
throughout March 2020
were screened only for high
temperature. “Thus, asymp-
tornatic patients - as also
those who travel after taking
medicines for controlling
temperature could not be
diagnosed at the time when
they could practically be the
only source of infections of
COVID19 in the country,”

the report said. /
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