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- ‘enomoreaplace
for intelleciual
discussions’
g N\GV
BENGALURU, DHNS‘-”\}\

‘he recent ruckus in the

E Legislative Council has
ﬁ rekindled demand forits
-abolition.

‘While Karnataka is among
the few Indian states to have
retzined the Legislative Coun-
cil, many feel that the nature
‘of the elected members to the
;Councﬂhasundergodeatrans—
formatonoverthe yearsandis
nomore reflecting the spirit of
the Upper Houseas aplace for
“inteliectual discussions™.

Federation of Farmers’
Association leader Kurbu-
ru Shanthakumar is among
thoseraising thedemand. “The

camposition of the Legistative

>ouncil ruc!
onl

Council has changed over the " Hfid

years. [thasbecome ahaven for
real estate businessmen. The
seats are being bought by the
wealthy, Abolishing the Coun-
cil will help the government
save crores of rupeesannually,
States, like Tamil Nadu, have
already abolished Legisla-
tive Councils in their states.
Kamataka government must

follow the same,” he saidina -

staternent. _
Shanthakumar had raised
the issue two years ago as well
and had written to the gover-
nor seeking the abolition of

Council.

Demand for abolishing the
Upper House has been raised
from time to time in Karna-
taka. In 2015, JD(S) MLA M
T Krishnappa had moved a
private members’ Bill in the
Legislative Assembly, calling

forthe abolition of the Council.,

He had, in his motion, argued
that the Councithad become a
backdoor entry for politicians
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Karnatakais amongthe few Indian states whichhave

retained Legislative Council. The recent chaos and commotion
in the Councit had hecome national headlines. Dk FILE PHOTG

wholost elections. ~
However, former Council
chairperson DA Shankara-
murthy said the abolition of
Council was not a solution.
“What happened recently was
unfortunate. None of itwas jus-
tified. But, the Council’s job is
to discuss at length the issues

faced by citizens. This is not
possible in the Assembly. Dur-
ing my tenure, the Counicilhad
talken up discussion on Child
Rights for three days, which
drew appreciation from the
United Nations Organisation.
Members should take up con-
structive discussions,” he said.

- Chairperson isstes show-
cause notice to secreiary

BENGALURU, DHNS: While
the blame garme continues
between Congressand BJ?
over who was respen-

sible forthe December
15 Legislative Council
ruckus, Chairperson
PratapchandraShetty has
now issued a show-cause
notice to Council secretary
K R Mahalakshmi citing
dereliction of duty.

Going bythevisuals cap-
tured of the proceedings
that day, it appearsthatthe
secretarywas facilitating
theruling party’s attempt
totake overthe Chairper-
som’s seat, Shetty hassaid.

“Bringing shame to
the House, some legis-
latorsstopped me from
entering the House and
later allowed the deputy
chairpersonto occupy my
chair. I direct youto sub-
mit a detailed reporton

everything that transpired
in the House before Twas
ableto enter and even after
Ileft the premises,”the

noticestated.

That apart, the recorded
visuals show that the secre-
tary, whois supposedto be
in-charge ofthe Housein
the chairperson’s absence,
did notintervene when.
the deputy chairperson
occupied the seat “iegal-
Iy It appeared that the
secretary had failed in her
duty by handing outfiles
to the deputy chairperson,
facilitating himto condnue
the session without the
Chairperson, Shetty has
said.

“You have actedinviola-
tion of the rules and beyoru
the scope of your pesition
agthesecretary,” Shetty
stated, asking Mzhalaksh-
mniwhy should actionnotb
initiated against her under
Karnataka Civil Services
(Classification, Control an
Appeal) i
Rules.

Mahalakshmihasbeen

asked torespond tothe
notice within 48 hours.



