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“Flood victims rail against leaders}

They feel response
has been delayed

“Why did you come to our
village? For giving poses to
TV cameras or for listening
to the sufferings of flood-hit
farmers? You should listen to
the affected farmers to get to
know about the situation on
the ground instead of simply
relying on official data.”

This is how a farmer, who
had taken shelter in a relief
camp at Firozabad in Kalabu-
ragi, took on Revenue Minis-
ter R. Ashok when the latter
visited the flood-hit village
last Friday. He was also
equally agitated towards me-
diapersons, who encircled
the Minister for taking his
bytes, not allowing him to in-
teract with the people in
trouble. In the chaos, the
farmer could not narrate his
ordeal to the Minister as the
leader rushed towards his
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car. The Minister made flying ez i many -
visits to a few villages in the - discha
+ district to complete the for- the angry mob and sent a lage in Afzalpur taluk in the  from ¢l
mality and left for the next drinking water tanker within  early hours of Sunday to res-  the po.
district to repeat the process.  an hour. . cue the stranded people, the  therul Jss
In another incident on the Muttaga village, on the residents refused to be evict- be mol ﬁgﬁ?&my
same day, villagers at Hona-  banks of the Kagina, wentin- ed as a token of protest’ gislativ HER
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gunta attempted to attack a  communicado for two days against the government. seats & RESEARCH
government official who vi- after all physical and tele- Their complaint was that the  two ASEuNvERSITY) - MYSURU
sited the flood-hit village. communication connectivity —government *had not made rather
The Kagina floodwaters had  was cut off. The'villagershad  any alternative arrangements  people
inundated over 500 houses  to spend nights on rooftops  permanently even after their  fort ap-
in the village and destroyed  as their houses were inun-  village was flooded and ingout
essential commodities such  dated and power supply was  houses damaged repeatedly.  ble alc
as foodgrains. The villagers  disrupted. “We survived eat- When Lok Sabha member  Kagina
- did not have even drinking ing biscuits and drinking from Kalaburagi Umesh Jad-  Eshwa
water to quench their thirst.  floodwater. Nobody came to  hav visited Muttaga village, laburas.
The officer who visited the our help,” a woman said. people welcomed him with  flood-h
village the next morning so- When a team of Indian Ar-  slogans such as “go back, compa
mehow managed to escape  my rushed to Udachana vil- Jadhav”. The angry mob candid




