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iNoT savings due to cut

in legislators pay, says study
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The reduction in salarles
and allowances of legislators
of six States, effected with
the intention of supplement-
ing the States’ resources in
tackling the impact of CO-
VID-19 pandemic, is likely to
lead to only “negligible sav-
ings” in the annual budgeted
expenditure of the States,
according to a study.

Carried out by the PRS Le-
gislative Research, a New
Delhi-based think tanic, the
study has covered Karnata-
ka, Kerala. Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Bibar and Hima-
chal Pradesh. After the out-
break of the pandemic in
late March. the States had
promulgated  ordinances,
envisaging cut in salaries
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and certain allowances rang-
ing from 15% to 30%.

The reduction, which
came into effect from April,
touched upon several com-
ponents such as basic or
fixed salary and sumptuary
allowance. In Gujarat, the
basic salary of 298,500 for
Speaker, Deputy Speaker,
Ministers, Deputy Ministers
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion, has been reduced to
168,950,

In Karnataka, this has
been lowered from 50,000
to ¥35.000, which is for
Chiet Minister and presiding
officers of the legislature. In
Himachal Pradesh, the fixed
salary of Chief Minister is
now 66.300 from 95.000.
In Kerala, even the consti-
tuency allewance has not

allowances i view of pandemic

been spared — from 0,000
it is down to T28,000.

As for the total amount of
annual savings, it has been
assessed as T2.1 crore for Bi-
har; 5.8 crore for Gujarat;
Z4.3 crore for Himachal Pra-
desh; 15.9 crore for Karna-
taka; 3.1 crore for Kerala
and 217.4 crore for Uttar Pra-
desh. In terms of propertion
of the total budgeted expen-
diture of the States, this
ranges from 0.001% for Bi-
har to 0.002% for Kerala to
(.003% each for Gujarat and
Uttar Pradesh to 0.007% for
Karnataka to 0.009% for Hi-
machal Pradesh.

The study also referred to
the practice of some coun-
tries in appeinting indepen-
dent authorities to deter-
mine the pay of legislators.



