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BENGALURU, DHNS

TH4P leaders, including
‘,% Chief Minister B S Yedi-
Al s yurappa, heaved asighof
relief after the central Icader-
shipapproved the names they
recommended for the June 29
MICelections.

Thisincludes twoturneoats
-MTBNagarajand R Shankar
-who helped the BJP come to
power.

Ex-MLASunil Vallyapure.a
Yediyurappa loyalist, also got
the ticket as a reward, along
with Pratap Simha Nayak,
who was backed by BIP pres-
ident Nalin Kumar Kateel. In
all thiz, another turncoat A H
Vishwanath has been left high
and dry, saying his name was
removed at the last minute,

Noeminations for MLC elec-
tions came days after the par-
ty’scentralleadership snubbet
the state unit and nominated
‘ordinary party workers'to Ra-
Jva Sabha. This led to specula-
tion thatasimilarsnubmay be
in the offing now.

Yediyurappa, who was un-
der pressure, ensured (liat Na-
garajaud Shankarsecured the
nomination. His recommen-
dation of Valiyapure alsomacie
the cut, as Valtyapure had giv-
enupthe Chincholi Assembly
seat to Avinash Jadhav in the
April 2019 by-¢lections, after
Jadhav's father Umesh Jadhay

jumped ship to BJP.

Nagaraj sulfered a defeat
in the December bypolls last
year, losing to mdependent
candidate Sharath Bache
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 BJPcandidate for the Legislative Council clection Sonil
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Vallvapure files his nemination papars in Bengaivru
on Thursday. Depyiy O\ Goving Horinl, BJ® loader
Avavind Limbavali, ministers S T Somashel@y and
Byrathi Basavaraj are seen.

Gowda -son of BIP MPB N
Bache Gowda. had aceused
‘some’ BJIP leaders of saba-
taging his mminent win in
Hoskote constituency,

But former minister A 1
Vishwanath, anather turn-
coat, was left disappointed.
What was to be his ticket went
to Nayak. Recalling that the

CM had assured him of the
nomination, Vishwanath said
his name featured in the list
senttothe high commandand
alicged that the Opposition
Congress and JD(S) lobbic
toensure he missed the ticket.
“Twill reveal more about ir in
the coming days.”

Nagaraj, who has set his

s MOST

Shianiar gets
emational
Formerminister R
Shankarturned crmo-
tional and shed tears
afterhe got the ticket to
contest the June 20 MLC
elections. “Gnee again, [
have the opportunity ro
serve people, Twill never
forget the people who
had elected me,” Shankar
said, while crying
inconsolably. Hewasa
minister i the previous
Congress-ID(8) coalition
when he decided to re-
sign and jumip ship o the
BJP. Shankar was denied
aticket to contest the by-
polls and was promiscd a
Council berth.

cyes on becoming a minister
along with Shankar, thanked
Yediyurappa for “heingtructo
hisword” On ministerial ag)i-
rations, he said that there are
N Promises yer,



