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High Court notice to
govL. o appoiniiments

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karna-
taka on Monday ordered
issue of notice to the State
government on 2 PIL peii-
tion questioning the legali-
ty of appointing eight indi-
viduals as
advisers/political secretar-
ies to the Chief Minister.

A Division © Bench
passed the order on the
petition filed by Samaj Pa-
rivarthana Samudaya, a
Dharwad-based NGO.

The petitioner ques-
tioned the appointmenis
of Mahadev Prakash, Mo-
han A. Limbekai, Sunil
G.S., Shankargouda I Pati-
la, M.P. Renukacharya, Be-
laru Sudarshan, M.B. Ma-
ramkal, and
Lakshminarayana as eith-
er advisers to the CM or
political secretaries. A
couple of them resigned
from the posts recently.

It was alleged in the pe-
tition that the ruling party,

whiclh could not accom-
modate its jollowers who
helped form the govern-
ment as Ministers in view
of Constitutional limit on
number of Ministers in a
State, had devised this in-
genious methodology of
appointing such persons
as advisers/political secre-
taries by providing them
with the status of Cabinet
Minister or Minister of
State rank.

Pointing out there there
was no legal provision urn-
der which advisers/politi-
cal secietaries to the CM
could be created and of-
fered a status of a Minister,
the petitioner contended
that appointment orders
issued to these persons
neither prescribe their du-
ties nor the responsibili-
ties, and the appeint
ments had caused a dent
to the exchequer.



