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‘ndian scientists and health
warriors have risen to the
_occasion and the vaccines
ing developed and manufac-
‘edin India will help our peo-
Laswell ashumanity atlarge
ascaping from the COVID-19
ndemic, said Prime Minister
rendra Modi, in a message
Maldivian Presi-
nt Ibrahim Solih .
Monday.

He conveyed this
Solih on Twitter
1ile responding
the latter’s con-
atulatory message .
er India’s “land-

“I'm highly confident that
w’ll be successful in this
deavour and that we are
ally seeing an end to the
OVID-19 scourge,” Solih said
| Twitter.

Prime Minister Modi tweet-
on Monday in response to

ark programme” Narendra mitigate the suffer-
vaccinate Indian Modi ings endured by the
pulation against peopleduetothe pan-
WID-19. demic.
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*Solitrs message: “Thank you,

President @ibusclih. Our sci-
entists and health-warriors
have risen to the occasion.”

“The vaccines being devel-
oped and manufactured in
India will help our people as
well as humanity at large in
escaping from the pandemic,”
Modisaid.

Bhutan Prime Minister
Lotay Tshering and
Sri Lankan premier
Mahinda Rajapaksa
had also congratu-
lated Modi earlier for
the landmark launch
of the world’s largest
Covid-19 vaccination
drive, hoping it would

Modi on Saturday launched
the vaccination drive with
healthcare workers at the
frontline of India’s Covid-19
battle getting their first jabs,
showing thelightattheendofa
10-monthtunnelthatupended
millions oflives and livelihoods.

BILATION: ‘Indian scientists have risen to the occasion’
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Severai Indian companies are
planning to buy Covid-19 vac-
cines for their employees, just
daysafter the country’sgovern-
ment began one of the world’s
largestvaecination drives with
healthcareand other frontline
workers.

Steel producer Jindal Steel
and Power Ltd, autos to tech-
nology conglomerate Ma-
hindra Group and consumer
goads giant ITC Lid have be-
gun initial checks on hopes
that vaccines will be available
for purchase after the govern-
ment covers priority segments.

“ITC would certainly ke to
extend the vaccination to em-
ployees... We haveapproached
vaccine manufactures and are
in exploratory talks,” Amitav
Mukheriji, head of corporate
human resources, said.

The country is currenily us-
ing Britain's Oxford University/
AstraZenecavaccine, whichis
being produced here by the
Serum I[nstitute, and a gov-
ernment-backed alternative
developed by Bharat Biotech.

Tata Steel said it would get
employees inoculated as soon
asshotsareavailable commer-
cially.

“Wearereaching outto vac-

Kerala

68438 851195 3481 i7
Maharashira 50,680 1992683 50473 1924 35
Uttay Pradesh 8631 596904 8580 376 4
Harmataka 8033 932432 12175 435 9
West Bengal 6,803 565661 10063 389 10
Guiarat 6,193 256367 4367 495 2
Madhya Pradesh 6,160 251882 3756 304 3
Chhattisgarh 5997 293972 3563 471 5
Tamil Madu 5725 831323 123272 551 8
Haryana 4634 256428 298% 119 4
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NON- COV!D DEATHS* “Patisnts dead due to

DHNS/PTI (10 PM,
January 18)

non-Covid reasons

cine manufacturers for bulk
supply of doses and will try
to get these doses after com-
pletion of all frontline Covid
warriors vaccination,” Pankaj
Lochan, chiefhumanresource
officer, JSPL, said. The com-
pany did not give details of the
number of dosesit planste buy
or whoitwasin talks with.
Billicnaire Anand Mahin-
dra-led Mahindra Group said

itwasalsointerested inbuying
vaccines for employees “in ac-
cordance with the priorities
and sequence to be specified,
bythe government™.

Globa! consumer goods gi-
ant Unilever last week said it
encourages employees to get
vaccinated as soon as possible
and floated the idea of buying
shots to share with people in
poorer countries.




