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Legislative Council
“abolished in J&K

70-year institution comes to an end
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Once dominating the news
for setting debates and set-
tling sticky discourses for 70
years, the Jammu & Kashmir
Legislative Council, the up-
per housse of the Assémbly,
was abolished on Thursday
as per Section 57 of the J&K
Reorganisation Bill, 2019,
which reduced the State to

the Union Territories of J&K

and Ladakh.

A spokesman of the Gen-
eral Administration Depart-
ment (GAD) said all the staff
members of the Council
shall repert to the GAD by
October 22, There are 116
employees working with the
Council since the first Con-
stituent Assemnbly came into
being in 1957.

“The Council has dis-
cussed and passed sticky
Bills like the land to tiller
law, resettlement Bill and
autonomy resolution. It be-
came a vibrant platform to
discuss the Delhi agreement
of 1952 and the Delhi-Srina-
gar accord of 1975,” a senior
employee of the Council
said, speaking on condition
of anonymity.
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General Administration
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* The Secretary of the
Council has been directed
to transfer ali records to the
Department of Law, Justice
and Parlizmentary Affairs
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The Council, which had a

strength of 36 members, al-
s0 used to be a part of the
electoral college for the Ra-
Jya Sabha elections.

The Secretary of the
Councilhas been directed to
transfer all records pertain-
ing to the Council Secreta-
riat, including related legis-
lative business, to the
Department of Law, Justice
dnd Parliamentary Affairs.
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The tenure of al} 22 current
Members of Legislative
Council (MLCs) has also
come to an end,

An official said the vehi-
cles purchased for the
Council from time to time
are being transferred to the
State Motor Garages. “The

building along with furni-
ture and electronic gadgets
will go to the Director, Es-
tates,” the official said. The
J&K Reorganisation Bill 2019
was passed by Parliament in
the first week of August. J&X
and Ladakh will be UTs
from November 1.
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