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Weather, holidays Could hlt Voter turnout today

BEMGALLIRY: Rain covid
affect votingon Thursday
when 14 Lok Sabha constitu-
encies go to pells in the first
phase, with the weatherman
atlvising citizens to exarcise
their franchise by afterncon.
Sesides, authorities fear that
an extencad holiday could
affectvoter turnout,

~i - Metegroiogical Depart-
.nent and the Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitoring
Centre (KSNDMC) have fore-
cast moderatetoheavyrainfall
in south interior Karnataka.
“Torrential rains will lash the
region late in the afternoon.
Hence, people have been ad-
vised tocast theirvotes asearly
as 3pm,"KSNDMC director G
S Srinivas Reddytold DH.

Over two crore voters will
seal the fate of 241 candidates
acrossl4 Lok Sabhasegments,
in what will be a limaus test for

the Congress-JD(S) alliance

against the BJP. Polling will
take place from 7 am to 6 pm
across 30,164 polling stations.

Prominent contestants in-

clude former Prime Minister

H D Deve Gowda (Tumkur),
. his'grandsons Prajwal Revan-

Sudden showers catch e!ectmn offmals unawares asthey
make their way to their poliing booths ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections in Bengalurv on Wednesday, PHOTO/ B HSHIVAKUMAR

n4 and Nikhil Kumaraswamy
from Hassan and Mandya,
respectively. Also, Union Min-
ister Sadananda Gowda (Ban-
galore North), senior Congress
leaders VeerappaMoily (Chik-
kaballapur) and KHMuniyap-
pa(Kolar)areinthe fray.
“Othersinclude actorandin-
dependent candidate Sumial-
atha Ambareesh (Mandya)
and Tejasvi Surya (Bangalore
South), whowas giventhe BJP
ticketatthe fifialmomentover
Union Minister Ananth Ku-

mar’s wife Tejaswint.

A key constituency is Man-
dya where Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy’s son Nikhil is
making his debut against Su-
malatha, another debutant.
Mandya saw a bitterly-fought
campaign with Kumaraswamy
devoting most of his time there
to ensure his son’s victory
against Sumalatha, who has
the backing of the BJP, film

personalities and disgruntled

Congressleaders.
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