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Ministers ST Somashekar, Shivaram Hebhar and Byrathi Basavaraj share a light moment during the Assembly session
at Vidhana Soudha in Sengaluru on Wednesday

Legislature session likely
to be cut short by 3-4 days
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BANSY KALAP PA @ Bengaluru

WITH the dates for Maski and
Basavkalyan Assembly seg-
ments and Belagavi Lok Sab-
ha seat being announced and
many legislators expected to
head to these constituencies
for canvassing, thereis a pos-
sibility that the legislature
session would be cut short.
The model code of conduct
kicked in on Tuesday and the
bypoll notification will be an-
nounced on March 23. It is
learnt that there is pressure
on the government from legis-
|~lators, who have been given
election responsibilities in

-

Karnataka and in poll-bound
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Ker-
ala, Assam and West Bengal,
to cut short the ongoing budg-
et session. It is likely that
it would wind up earlier
than March 26 as origina-
1y planned.

Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Basavraj Bom-
mali, speaking to the media
after the Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday, said, “We will
take up the issue before the
Business Advisory Commit-
tee and decide it officially.”

Chief Minister BS Yediy-
urappa’s reply on issues
raised by the opposition over

the State Budget is planned
for Monday, March 22.
Sources said that the ses-
sion could end either on Mon-
day after the chief minister’s
reply or on Tuesday, reducing
the session duration by three
to four days. It is important
for the government to pass the
Money Bill, and once that is
done, the session could be ad-
journed sine die, they added.
Sources said that over
the last few days, Yediyurappa
is not clearing day-to-
day official files, but is pre-
paring notes for his reply
to the Opposition on the

b}get debate. /
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