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ration cards were
cancelled, says SC

Revaked for no Aadhaar lirk, says plea
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The Supreme Court om™s<(fthe23.58 crora ration

Wednesday said it was a
“very serlous” matter if the
Centre had really cancelled
argund three crore ration
cards, even those of tribal
people and the poor, solely
because they could not be

cards (RCs) isswed in Indiz,
59% are Aachaar-seeded,
while 33% use mobile
numbers and 17% bank
accounts too

7.76 crore

card} were cancelled: SC
X \E) :

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Gonsalves said the “petition
is based on reports that an
estimated two to four crore
ration cards have been can-
celled in the country with-
out prior notice to the be-
neficiaries”. Right to food,
which the ration card sym-
bolised, cannot be curbed
or cancelled because of lack
of Aadhaar.

Ms. Koili Devi's 1i-year-
old daughter, Santhoshi Ku-
mari, was allegedly a victim
of hunger death in Jhark-
hand in 2017. She said the
family’s ration card was
cancelled due to non-lin-

- salves responded.

He argued that the States
were In a denial mode,
blaming the deaths on diar-
rhoea and malaria.

“In fact, anything but
lack of food. This cruel exer-
cise deprived millions of In-
dians living below the po-
verty line of food and led to
starvation deaths in Jhark-
hand, U.P., Odisha, Karnata-
ka, M.P., Maharashtra, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh’
and other States,” the peti-
tioner’s side said in a report
prepared  after  pgoing
through the responses ob-

biometrically linked with 1.5/ 553 L/ecoe | kage with Aadhaar. She tained from the States.
Aadhaar. 4,05 crore sought an independent in- Additional Solicitor Gen-
A Bench, led by Chief Jus- S v_estigation into the starva- eral Aman Lekhi said the
tice of India Sharad A. & AR T e L tion deaths, restoration of statements made by the pe-
Babde; asked the Centreto  [0AL | el | the cancelled ration cards titioner side were mis-
respond to the zllegation AADHAAR ° BANK AJC - and compensation for the placed. Issuance of raton
made in a petitizn by Koili SEEDED SEEDED death of her daughtel:. _ card was not dependent on
Devi, represented by SeIGr  source: naTIONAL FOOD SECURITY PORTAL Mr. Gonsalves salgl the the Aadhaar card. Altern_a-
advocate Colin Gonsalves, government’s continued tive mechanisms were in
that such cancellations had emphasis on Aadhaar was  place. Resides, the isspa.nc_e
led to starvation .deaths reason is that the techno- unfortunate as the Supreme  of ration cards was primari-

across the COUnTY. logical systent based on iris Court had laid down in Iy the responsibility of the
identification, thumb clear terms that “no insis-  State governments.
Technological issues prints, nomn-possession of tence on Aadhaar can be Mr. Lekhi said the peti-

“The insistence on Aadhaar

. . and biometric authentica- .

tion had led to the cancella-
tion of nearly four crore ra-

" tion cards in the country,
according to the Union of
"India. The Union of India
AAsually gives an explana-
tion that these cancelled
cards were bogus. The real

Aadhaar, non-functioning
" of the Internet in rural and
remote areas, etc., led.to
largescale cazncellation of
ration cards, without notice
to the family concerned,”
said a report subinitted by
the petitioner. .
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done for statutory entitlo-
ments”, ’

“Tribals either do not
have Aadhaar cards or the

. Identification does not work

in tribal and rural areas. Be-
cause of this reliance on
Aadhaar cards, can you
imagine three crore cards
are gone.,,” he submitted.

“Three crore cards have
gone?” the Chief Justice
asked incredulously.

“Yes, starvation deaths
are taking place. Three
crore ration cards have
gone.., I can show the Un-
ion of India’s declaration. It

is an Announcement of the
P?:/em Minister,” Mr. Gon-

tioners should ideally move
the respective High Court,
rather than file an omnibus
petition in the apex court.
He said the petitioners had
come directly to the apex
court without raising their

" issue with the grievance re-

dressal mechanism under
the National Food Security
Act.

“We are persuaded to
consider this case because
of their [petitioners’] state-
ment that ration cards have
been cancelled... That is a
very serious matter,” Chief
Justice Bobde said in res-
ponse to Mr. Lekhi’s sub-
missions for the Centre. e



