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New Dethi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
took a dim view of the stg-
gestion to adjourn Parlia-
ment because of the corona-
virus outbreak and said MPs
shouldnot be seen asabdicat-
ing their responsibility as
people’s representatives
when so many others were at-
tending to the call of duty at

greatrisk tothemselves.
Addressing BJP MPs,
Modireferredto thegrowing
suggestion that Parliament
should go into recess to help
-MPsdodge the virus. “What
have been hearing is not
right. MPs should be seen to
be in the front of the fight
against the pandemic. We
should think of the crew
members of IAF-and Air In-
dia who are evacuating Indi-
ansfrom countries hitby the
epidemie, of the doctors and

"PM snubs MPs: House can't
be adjourned during crisis

india, Saudi for Saarc-like VC for G20 -

79M Modi had a teleghonicconversation on Tuesday with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammedbin Satman and discussedthe global
situation. The two leaders agreed that a Saarc-tike video conference
among G20 countries would be usefulin the fight against
coronavirus. According to MEA, Modi emphasised onthe need for
ceordinated efforts toaddress this global challenge. Tin
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nurses who are treating pa-
tients, of theloaders who are
handling the baggage of the
evacuated... police. What if
they also decide to take a
break at this time?” the PM
was quoted as saying by BJP
MPs. - g
Modi, whose address was
applauded, made it clear that
the ongoing Budget sgssion
scheduled tiil April 3 will not
be curtailed. “We are repre-
sentatives of the 130 crore pe-
opleof the country” he said.
The PM also appreciated
the role of electronic and
print media in spreading

awareness about Covid-19,
parliamentary affairs minis-
ter Prathad Joshi said.

Modi expressed disap-
pointment over missives by
some MPs asking for curtail-
ment of the session, Joshi
said. The PM, who greeted all -
members with folded hands
and “namaste”, alse asked
party MPs to visit their con-
stituencies to spread aware-
ness about coronavirus and
ways to prevent it. Party MPs
were allowed intc the meet-
ing venueatthe Parliamentli-
brary building after undergo-
ingthermal screening:
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