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Rahul bats for Tamil Nadu MPS in Lok Sabha

‘Speaker’s decision not to allow members {rom the State to ask supplementaries is unacceptable’

G
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 1\
NEW DRELII

Former Congress president’ \

Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
said the Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla’s decision not to al-
low members from Tamil Na-
du tc ask supplementaries
was “unacceptable” and an
“insult to the people of the
State”.

. “The people of Tamil Na-
du have every single right to
defend their language, to be-
lieve in their ianguage and to
speal in their language, and
what is being done is abso-
lutely unacceptable,” he told
reporters as he walked out in
protest.

Ruckus over language

i | Earlier, the House witnessed

. tuckus and members of the
. ¢ DMK, the Congress and the
_ACP staged a walkout on be-

ing denied an opportunity to

Standlng by ally: Rahul Gandhl addressing the media in the
Parliament House in New Delhi on Tuesday. =grv. MooRTHY

ask supplementary ques-
tions during the Question
Hour.

It started with Arvind Ku-
mar Sharma of the BJP say-
ing Hindi should be made
the official language of India.
Opposition members were
on their feet when Minister

. of State for Home Affairs Ni-

tyanand Rai was replying to

7

a question related to official
language.

Mr. Gandhi intervened,
saying it was an issue at the
heart of the people of Tamil
Nadu, and supplementaries
should be allowed. As the
Speaker took up the next
guestion, DMK leader T.R.
Baalu vociferously protested
that they should be allowed

to . ask
questions.

When the Speaker conti-
nued with the next question,
members of various Opposi-
tion. parties, including the
DMK, the Congress and the
NCP, walked out. Trinamool

supplementary

* Congress members, howey-

er; ‘!clid not join the walkout.

. Addressing the media out-
side, Mr. Gandhi once again
referred to Monday’s Ques-
tion Hour when he claimed
thaw‘t he was not allowed a se-
cond supplementary to his
starred guestion on 50 wilful
defaulters.

91 am a Member of Parlia-
ment, I have certain rights
and he can’t take away my
rlghts But today, cur Tamil

- [Nadu] MPs wanted to ask a

supplementary about the Ta-

“mil language... This is an ab-

solute insuit to the people of
Tamil Nadn,” he said.

In a tweet, Mr. Gandii
called it a departure [ron
established pailiomenic
practice.

“The people of Tamil -
du were disrespecied in P23
liament today when
Speaker refused to allow -
supplementary question
the #Tamil languwfv
strongly protest this injustic:
done to the Tami] peopie
the disregard for establisly:
practises & traditions of
liament,” he said.

During Zero Hour, tho
leader of the single larges
Cpposition party, Adhir Roz-
jan Chowdhury, spole abou:
the hike in the excise duly co
petrol and diesel. Ie aitegd
that the government had
cheated the common mzin.

Dayanidhi Maran of i
DMK made a similar alle
tion, saying a “sericus loo:”
was taking place.




