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SCallowspermanentco

NEW DELHI, DHNS_

@)% o

he Supreme Court on Tuesday
granted permanent commis-
ston to wornen officers in the

Indian Navy, rejecting the Union
government’s contention that

male officers were more suited for
certain duties due to physiological

haracteristics.

The court said there can'tbe
gender discrimination after the
Centre in 1998 lifted a Statutory
har, allowing the entry of wormen
officers into all four branches of
cxecutive, cngineering, electrical
and education,

Ttsaid the Centre’s contention
that certain sea-going duties
areill-svited to women officers

was premised on sex
stereotypes.

“Performance at worl
and dedication to the cause
of the nation are the surest
answers to prevailing gen-
der stereotypes. To deprive
serving women officers of
the opportunity to work as
equals with men in the Indian Navy
isdiscriminatory,”a bench of justic-
es 'Y Chandrachud and Hemant
Gupta said.

The apex court’s judgement
comes exactly a month after it al-
lowed command position as well as
permanent cornmission for women
officersin the Indian Army,

Acting onappeals by the Gentre
against the directions of the Delhj

'GENDER NEUTRAL

mmission forwomeninnavy

] HighCourtandthe Armed
Forces Tribunal, the court
quashed the government’s
September 2008 policy
which restricted the grant
of permanent commission
to specified cadres and
branches in the navy and
only to women officers to be
inducted in future,

TIrordered that all short service
commission officers in education,
law and logistics cadres, presently in
service, be considered for the grant
of permanent commission within a
period of three months.

Using its power under the Con-
stitution to do complete justice, the
court ordered that women officers
who were released from seivice

¥

hefore 2008 be granted prension
benefits and Rs 25 lakl a5 one-ii: -
compensation forloss of service.
The bench pointed ont that in
view of 21999 policy letter by th.:
Ministry of Defence to the Chice!
of Naval Staff, it was “impossible
o countenance a submission il
women cannot sail alongsicde ine:
The Centre’s contention thai
women officers are ill-suired 1o
certain avocations since it involy..
them being aboard ships 17z« ¢
trary to the equal worth of woumen
officers who dedicate their Hves i
serving in the cause of the nation”
the bench said. “Women ¢ {ficers
have worked shoulderto shoider
with their ien counterparts in
everywalk of service,” it snid,



