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7‘-‘“3@ Supreme Cofu ton Tuesdny i5-
i sued noticeto the Madhya Pradesh

Assembly Spealer on a plea by
former chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan for conducting a floor test on
theground that theKamalN ath-led Con-
gress gove1 nment has been reduced to
a minority on resignation by 22 rebel
MLAs.

A bench presided over by Justice DY
Chandrachud sought a response from
ihe Speaker NP Prajapati, Chief Minis-
ter Kamal Nath and others, and put the
maiter for consideration on Wednesday
at10.30 am. Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, appearing for Chouhan, conrended
thatthe caseshoweda® complete travesty
of democracy”. He said the other side,
indicating towardsthe Congresslewders
andthe Spealker, deliberately did notap-
pear before the court despite having a
priorinformation. He soughta direction
forafloortest.

The epurt, however, said that it witl

have to issue a notice in the case and
.seek response from the parties, even as
Rohatgicontended the other side v mmec
todelayand buytime. The bench directar
forissuance ofthe notice through e-mail,

Senior advocate Maninder Singl ap-
peared for the 16 rebel Congress MLAs,
whose resignations have yer not been;
accepted by the Speaker.

By the evening, MP Congress led by
chiefwhip Govind Singh also appro:ched
the top court, accusing the Cenfie, the
Karnataka government and BJ¥ presi-
dent of “illegally confining”its 16 MLAs
inBengaluru. The party led by seniorad-
vocate Devadatt Kamat sought a direc-
tion for access tothe MLAs. Comcndmo
the Governor’s direction for a floor test
was illegal and unconstitutional, it also
maintained the vote of confidence can-
not be held without the presence of 15
legislators,

Chouhanhasapproached the courton
Monday afterthe Spealcer adjournedihe
House to March 26 in view of Coronawvi-
russcare.




