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if lie {eels disabled to hear or
consider or inany manner deal
withsuch cases,” Law Minister
JCMadhuswamysaid.

The amendment hag its
roots in the infamous case
involving an extortion rack-
et within the Lokayulkta that
rocked the statein 2015.

Former Speaker K R
Ramesh Kumar was not im-
pressed with the Bill. “Wehad
a State Vigilance Conunission,
which was replaced by the

BENGALURU, BHNS
I3
¥ the Legislative Assembly
Eon Tuesday passeda Bill

i thatallowstheLokayuk-
ta o recuse from hearing or
< ealing any case or complaint
~ad hand it over to any of the
Upa Lolkayultas.

During passage of the Bill,
the Opposition came down
Hieavily on the goveramernt
over the present starus of the
anti-corruption watchdog.
Justice P Vishwanath Shetty
isthe current Lokayulkta with
Tustices N Ananda and B 5
Patil are Upa Lokayulcas.

. “The Bil seeks to make a
arovision for the Lokayukia
to refer or transfer any cases
or complaints or matters etcro
anyoneofthe UpaLokayuktas,

ishiia Hegde was the CM. 5
the Lokayukia benefitting at
all? Has it served the purpose
forwhich itwas created? Why
have something just for dec-
pration?” Kumar szid, urging
the government 1o come up
with a “comprehensive legis-

Lokaynkta when Ramaks- '

Mo raids i
thepast fhre:
years: vk

The Lokayuldts liasnet
conductedasingle ra
thelzorthree yoors, C
Ninisier 85 Yedivurapsn
told the Assembiyina
-writtenreply. “lavesti-
gation powers vhat the
Lokayultapoltice had
pnderihePreveniion ol
Corruption Acilinve o

giventothe ACE. As
result, the Lokazrual
notconducted

inthelastthre
ihe chiefminisie

Formears éakerK Fitding ks
=t the Legislative Assembly on Teesday.

The Siddaramaiah-led
Congress government cre-
 ated the Anti Corruption Bu-
. reau (ACB) and this was scen
| as an attempt at weakening
the Lolayulta. “Those who
were trapped (by Lokayukta)

" hecame more prominent. On
top of this, we brought ACB.
They coniradicted each oth-

farion”to tackle corruption.

The Lokayulkta, in its pres-
ent forim, has become tooth-
less, Kurnar said. “Thoseinthe
AH India services, especially
in the Forest department, are
involved in rampant looting.
The corrupt are roaming free
whereas the non-cormupt are |
having to hide.”

ber Shivalinge Gow
there was no rospsct
Lokayukta anymaore. *7
working under Lokayuk
the same sub-irspa
lessaseparare cadrs
Imnotsureitl havethe.
sanctity, hesaic.
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er;” Kumar satd. J2(8) . -~




