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THE Union Cabine: chairoed ; oy
PM Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day approved a key change in
the Juvenile Justics (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2013 to auihoriza dzputy com-
missionars/district magis-
trates to validaie adoptions.
The decision is meant to ad-
dress the rather slow in-coun-

t1‘§.'/adv5prions in India, as hun-

dreds of prospective parents
are forced to walt for years to
adopt orphaned or abendoned
ciildren. As of now, prospec-
tive adoptive parents are
required to go to civil or
family couris to gat the
final go-ahead after all
are ovai
However, with penden-
¢y high in civil and family
courts, it is not easy to got a
data for hearing, said officials
in the Ceniral Adopiion Re-

ver adopto
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Government figures show

that 2,160 adeptions teok place

in 2020-21, bui offictals said

about 1,600 adoption cases

are pendiug in couris at

any given thnie, “Though

the JJ law mandates

that couris have to dis-

pose of sdoption cases

within two months from

the date of filing of anplica-

tion. it l*arw,' happeis,” said an

official. “Thelatest amendment

cks eased

will clear thess hindrances.”
As per the norins, orphaned
nid abandoned ehildren ave re-
wived to be declared legally
wze for adontio ithin two
i 1{113 m me caseof achild up
> years and
necasecoi a
vmyeeus
o procedure
further, surrende: 'ed cmldren
.ue Leqm:eri to be declured le-
gally frecfor adopiton after two
munt‘]a rom suerander date.




