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#"%loge on the heels of the
l+ VYeerashaiva-Lingayats
. /seeking a bigger share
in reservation, the other dom-
inant Vokkaliga community
has decided te launch its own
agitation {or abetter quoia.

Influential Voklaliga pon-
tilfs Wirmalanandanatha Swa-
mi of the Adichunchunagiri
Murtand Manjavadihuta Swami
of the Gurtigunda Brahmesh-
wara Mutt chaired a meeting
with community teaders on
Wednesday to discuss this.

It was decided to seek en-
hancement of reservation for
Voldealizas, formationofaVole-
kaliza Development Authority
and greater quotaaccesstothe

nrban poor of the community,
according to a statement from
Mirmalanandanatha Swami.

“Not all 115 sub-sects of the
Voldaliga comnunizy have
heen included vnder OBCs.
As a result, many sub-sects
are deprived of government
benelits, All sub-sects must be
inelucted under OBGs and we
must campaign for this,” the
statementsaid,

The pontif{ also said that
Valdaligasinurbanareaswere
in dire straits and they needed
moreraservation.

At present, some 20 sub-
secisof Vokkaligas come under
Category 3Awithad%breserva-
tionin Karnataka.

The meeting also discussed
the pessibilicy of hiking quota

on the lines of Tamil Nadu's
69% reservation. it was decid-
edtotread onthigsubjectwith
caution by weighing the pros
and cons, the statemeni said.
To mount pressure on the
government, two committees
have heen constituted - a Vok-
kaliga Reservation Campaign

Committee and a Vollaliga®

Develepment Authority Cam-
paign Committee. Former
High Courtjudge Justice Chan-
drashelearaialy, former TAS of-
ficer M I Shankarlinge Gowea,
academic H C Boralingaiah
among others were picked to
sive shape to the agitation and
draftthe guidelines for the pre-
nosed Anthority. Nanjavadhuta
Swarmi warned ol atrempts to
divide the commumiiy.

“If some sub-sects walle out
ofthe community, there’sa fear
thatthey’libecome minorities.
Community leaders should
take measures to rectily such
mistakes,” he said, according
tothe staterment.

The Volkkaliga agitation is
expected to add to Chief Min-

Studios
Bangalore South MLA
M¥richnappahasbeen
namedas chairpersen
of theSresKunteerava
SindiosLid, astate-rin
companyincorporatedin
1866, H hruetisns under
the Wannada, Culture s
Information secretari
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ister B S Vedivurappaswoesas
he is already faced with many
suclidemasnds.

The Veerashalva-Lingayais
are railying to get included
under the national OB list,
wheareas the Panchamasali
sub-zect wants Category 2A
reservationinthe siate.

Also, the bactovard Kuruba
commuaity wants 51 status
at the national level, whereas
the ST Valmili coramunityhas
demanded hiking their quota
{from 3% to 7.5%.




