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ce to detect, prevent cuthbreak, says state government

&

WITH Delhi and Maharashtra
confirming cases of avian fiu
of sub-type H3NS recently after
its presence was confirmed in
Kerala, the Karnataka govern-
ment has put measures in place
to detect and prevent an
ouibreak,

Officials from the animal
husbandry department and
Bruhat BenzahuwuMahanagara
Palike (BBMP) have been hold-
ing regular meetings and en-
suring regular testing of faecal
samples. Sofar, 2ll samples have
tested negative for avian fiun.

Experts say that although the
H5N8 sub-type of the bird flu
virus (Influenza A virus) is con-
sidered to be less pathogenic for
humans, its pathogenic poten-
tial has been found to have in-
creased compared to the highly
virulent HIN1 sub-type. (HINI
and B3N8 are both sub-types of
the Infiluenza A virus). Al-
though low-risk for humans, it
is lethal for birds and pouliry.

However, officials of the
health, animal husbandry de-
partmentis and the BBMP have
maintained that there is no
need to worry and that chicken
and eggs are safe for
consumption.

Animal Husbandry and Fish-
eries Department Secretary Ra-
jendra Kumar Kataria told
TNIE that all protocols and
safety measures are being ad-
hered to, “Samples of all dead
birds are being taken for analy-
sls and so fay, all cases are nega-
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tive for bird flu. There is no
need for citizens to panic. In
case of pouliry farms, an alsrt
has been issued and protocols
are being followed. Officials ars
paying regular visits to check
the status and hezalth of birds.
Since Karnataka is 2 producing
stats, special checks are being
conducted,” he said.

The State government has
imposed a ban on poultry and
other products coming from
Kerala to Karnataka, as cases
are being reported in theneigh-
bouring state.

“Althousgh we do not precurs
poultry from Kerala, as a pre-
caltionary measure an aleri
has been sounded and ban im-
posed to ensure that their un-
sold items do not enter Karna-
taka’s markets,” an animal
husbandry official said.

Health officials said the gen-
eral public need not panic. "As
long as people cook eggs and

chicken well, they caneat it,” a
health department official said.
BBMP officials said thaf =
close waich was also being kept
on chicken stalls selling live
and processed meat to ensure
thathygiene and standards are
met, and there is no outbreak.

“Only these whoe work in
poultry farms and touch
dead birds or their droppings
need to wearmasks and gloves.
They must wash hands with
soap and water afier handling
them. So far, samples of dead
birds sent from Mysuru and
Chikkaballapur have tested
negativeand there are no cases
of bird flu in Karnataka,”
sald Dr Bhanumurthy, Joint
Director, Communicable Dis-
eases, Health and Family Wel-
fare department.

Meanwhile, ornithologists
have assured that reports abolt
dead birds being found around
Puttenahalli Lake are fake,
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