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Wor’t give an inch of land to V'rashtra:

Kannada activists’ retort to Thackeray
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KANNADA activists and Wa-
ter Resources Minister
Ramesh Jarkiholi slammed
Maharashtra Chief Minister
UddhavThackeray’s remarks
on Sunday onn “incorporating
Marathi-zpeaking areas™ in
Karrataka into Maharashtra.,

Jarkiholi said Maharashtra
is trving to create unnsces-
sary comusion over the issue.
“Belagavi is an integral part
of Karnataka. The Mahajan

N

Commission report has al-
ready beenacceptad and there
is no question of giving even
an inch of land.” He aceused
the Maharashtra government
of raising the issuetocoverup
its failures. Rajva Satha mei-
ber from BJP Iranna Kadadi
termed Thackeray’s siatement
“foolish”, saying, “Politicians
in Maharashira are tryving to
gain political mileage outrof a
closed chapter. Marathipeonle
borninthis part of Karnaraka
are living hapsily for s many
vears. A pro-Maharashira out-

fitlike Maharashira Ekikaran
Samiri (MES) which once had
aboutsix to seven MLAs in Be-
lagaviregion now has none.”
Well-known Kannada lealer
from Belagavi Ashok Chandar-
gisaid. "The Maharashtra got-
ernment has already filed a
case before the Suorames Court
over ine boundary row. Any
statement on thsz dispute
armounis to contempt of court.
If Thackeray is not worried
about the case in the cowrt, he
snowld withdraw itand launch
his fight nuiside ths court.” ®4
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KANNADA Development Authority (SDA) chairman =
ﬁ];r&na too said that Thackeray has made the statement dESplte
kmowing that they will not be able to take even an inch of land
from Karnataka. o )

rll‘h'.elckeray on Sunday tweeted, “Bringing Karnlataka;occu-
wiad Marathi-speaking areas into Maharafshtra will be a_Té'U.E
tribute to those who accepted tr?:g:%yrdorél n}c t,‘:qe boundary bat-
tla. We are united and commiited towvaradsit. o

T A Narayana Gowda, president,Karnatak? Rakshna Xedlke,
2aid that all these areas ate integral part of Karnataka. TI}e_z:i
is no need to discuss this issue” he added. Ka}nanda activis
Vatal Nagaraj and Gowda said instead of t_alkmg about Mar-
athi-speaking areas, Maharashtira should give S_olap'ur to Kar-
nataka, “Around 120 villages in the border district, where I\ar}-
nada-speaking people are in majority, have been denied basic

facilities. They want to be part of Karnataka,” Gowda added.
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