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Willintegrate
‘Ktaka-occupled avens’
into La/iﬂ}m Uddhav

MUMBAL PTI 0

i aharashtra Chief
1 Minister Uddhav
f- Thackeray on Sun-
day said his government is
committed towards incor-
porating into the state the
areas of Karnataka where
Marathi-speeking people
arein majority,

This will be the “true trib-
ute” to martyrs of the cause,
the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO)saidina tweet.

Maharashtra claims Bel-
gaum (Belagavi)and some
otherareas, pari of the epst-
while Bombay Presidency
but currently in Karnataka,
on lmgmstlcgrounds.

Maharashtra Ekikaran
Samiti, a regional organisa-
tion ﬁohtmc for the merger
of Ee]gaum and some other
border areas with Mahar-
ashira, observes Januar3
17 as the ‘martyrs’ day’
for those who laid down
their lives for the cause in
1856.

“Bringing Karnataka-oc-

Cupled Marathi- -speaking
and cultural areasin Mahas-
rashtra will be the true trib-
ute to those who accepred
martyrdem in the bound-
ary baitle. We are united
and committed towards
it. Respects to the martvrs
with this promise,” the CAMO
twveetad,

Maharashtra elaims cer-
tain areas, including Be-
lagavi, Karwar and Nippani
whicharepartofKarnataka.
Comendmffthatthemajontv
of population in these areas
is Marathi- speaking.

The dispute berween the
wo states over Belagavi
and other border areas is
pending before the Su-
preme Court for many
years.

Thackeray last vear
appeinted Maharashira
ministers Eknath Shinde
and Chhagan Bhujbal as
co-coordinators to oversee
the state government’s cf-
forts to expedite the case
related to the boundary
dispute.



