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‘Setting up new o

panel will not /Z‘*
resolve concerns
PRISCILLA JEBARAJ

NEW DELHI

Farmer leaders welcomed
the Supreme Court’s abser-
vations on Wednesday as a
«moral victory”, but said
that setting up a new com-
mittee as proposed by the
top court would not resolve
their concerns. They 2lso
sent an official rejection of
the Centre’s proposals to
amend the three farm Acts,
vowing to continue their agi-
tation until the laws are
repealed.

“The Supreme Court ad-
vige to the government is a
moral victory for farmers,”
said a statement from the All
1ndia Kisan Sangharsh Coor-
dination Committee, one of

the rotesting  farmer
grovps. “Committee forma-
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tion will be fruitful only after
the laws are withdrawn and
the representatives of all na-
tional and regional farmers’
organisations are represent-
ed in a decisive manner and
should therefore be done o
ly after repeal of the Acts,” it
said. Several farm leaders re-
fused to comment until they
had seen a cepy of the 5C
proposal, but others seemed

to reject the proposal. In
private, they expressed fear
that the petition in the court
had been stage-managed by
the governinent to end the
protests.

“The $C can and must de-
cide on the constitutionality
of the three farm Acts. But 1t
is ot for the judiciary to de-
cide on the feasibility and
desirability of these laws.

Shiromani Akali Dal leader
Daljit Singh Cheema alleged
that the Centre was depend-
ing on “motivated pleas in
the Supreme Courtto forci-
bly remove the congregation
of peaceful farmers™. This
highlighted the failure of the
NDA government, he said.

That’s between the farmers
and their elected leaders.
SC-mornitored  negotiation
would be a wrong path,”
Swaraj India president Yo-
gendra Yadav said in a tweet.
“Setting up & new Com-
mittee by the court is nota
solution,” said Abhimanyu
Kohar, spokesperson for the
Rashiriya Kisan Mahasangh,
adding that a committee of
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farm unions have been en-
gaging in several rounds of
talks with the government.

Earlier in the morning,
the Samyult Kisan Morcha
officially ~ rejected  the
Centre's written proposal for
amendments.

“We want the government
to stop maligning the move-
ment and stop parailel nego-
tiations with other farmer
organisations,” said the
email. '

Agriculture Minister Na-
rendra Singh Tomar, ad-
dressing a farmers’ gather-
ing organised by the BIP in

Gwalior, said the farmers of
Punjab were being misled,
and confusion was being
created ameong them. “Ho-
wever, millions of farmers
are supporting the agrarian
reforms. Farmers are eager
to use these laws, so the Cen-
gress and some other Oppo-

sition pafties are creating a

deadlock,” he stated. | P



