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L5, House

horequires LS. Presi

NENGE FRANG-PRESSE

VR STTIMGTON

The .S, House of Represen-
i.oives passed a Bill on Tues-
Jay sought by pro-democra-
vy arotesters (u [loRg Kong
aims 1o defend  civil
hts in the semi-autono-
i nls ferritory, prompting
~angry response  {rom
g,

rhe Hong Kong Humau
rishts and Derocracy Act,
wiich will now move to the
sopate before it can become
v, has drawn rare biparti-
e support i Congress.

viie law wouid end the
qong Kong-1.S special trad-
g status unless the State
Uepartment certilies anoual-
Iy that city authorities are
1eanecting huwsnan rights and
ine rule of L. China ex-
jressed “stroig indignation”
ovr the passing of the Act,
winch also vequires the U.S.
i osident Lo identify and
senction people who are res-
peasibie for the erosion of
avtonemy and serious abus-
v cfrightsin the city.

“What Hony, Kong faces is
s the so-galied Twman
Sizis and dernocracy isstie
ai al, but the issue of stop-
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ping vivlence, reinstating or-
der asud upholding the rule
of law 2 soon as possible,”
said Foreign Minisury spokes-
man freng Shuang in a
slatewi i,

Mr. Geng said the US.
shoul! “stop meddling” and
warned China would take

“strong measures” o coun-,

ter the proposed Hong Keng
Bill. Ve Act will now move
Lo a simiiar vote in the Senate
before s can become law.

“Touddy, we're simply urg-
ing the Chinese President
and 11 Hong Kong Chief Ex-
ecutive. Carrie Lam, to {aith-
fully homeur the govern-
ment’s promises™ that Hong
Kong's vights and autenony
would he protected, Republi-
can  Foepresentative  Chris
Smits rime sponsor of the
Bill, sl 0n Tuesday on the
Hou:e ooy

Woxkes anl forces’
Chin:: has frequently ac-
cused external forces” of
fuelitisg weeks of unrest in
the giobal financial hub.
Miilions have taken (o the
streeis of Hong Kong, indtial-
Iy agaist o now-dropped bid
by it deaders 1o-ailow extra-
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Under fire: Carrie Lam leaving the legislatue after being

Hong Kong

nciion those responsible for rights abuses in city; China slams ihe Bill

heckled by pro-democracy lawmalers in Hong Kong, =ake

ditions to the authoritarian
Chinese  mainland.  ‘the
movenient has expanded in-
to a broader pro-democracy
push in the territory where
aciivists say [reedoms are be-
ing croded by Beiiing, des-
pite being written into a deal
the deal that governed Hong
Kong’s 1997 transier to China
from British coloniat rule.
“The House just sent a
strony; message to the people
of Hong Kong: We stand with
you in the fight for democra-
cy and justice,” saidl Ben Ray

Lujagt, a House Democrat.
Republican Ilouse mem-
ber Mario Diaz-Balart said

‘the Act ensures “that the

special  relationship  with

Hong Kong endures only as -

long as Hong Kong retains
thie autonomy and freedoms
that justify that special rela-
tionship.”

The House also approved,
by a voice vote, a related Bill
to prohibit the export of cer-
tain non-lethal crowd con-
trol items such as tear gas to
Hong Kong.

1ts Act

Lam abandons
policy address
after protest

REUTERS
HONG KONG

Hong: Koniz-leader Carrie
Lam had 1o abandon her
policy speech in the legisla-
ture on Wednesday De-
catse of - jeering
lawmakers.

Ms. Lani, who had o
broadcast the annual ad-
dress via a video fink after
the rowdy scenes in the - |
ty’s Assembly, hoped o
restore confidence in her &
administration and ad
dress disconient afier four
months of often viclent an-
ti-governme:nt protests.

She had to halt her in-
itial attemyts o deliver the
address after pro-democra-
cy lawmalkwts called our for
“five demunds, not onc
less”. The protesteis’ de-
mands include universal
suffrage and an indepen-
dent inquiry into what they
say has been excessive

i force by po'ice.

T T



