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Rajya Sabha passes MTP Bill

Opp051t10ns demand for scrutiny by Select committee defeated by voice vote
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SOBHANA K. NAIR S A
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
passed the Medical Termina-
tion of Pregnancy (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2020 that increas-
es the time period within
which an abortion may be
carried out.

Opposition MPs said the
Bill still did not give women
the freedem to decide, since

they would need a nod from

a medical board in the case
of pregnancies beyond 24
weeks.

The Opposition’s demand

to send the Bill to a parlia-

mentary Select Committee -

for detailed scrutiny was de-
feated by a voice vote.
Currently, abortion re-
quires the opinion of one
doctor if it is done within 12
weeks of conception, and
two doctors if it is done bet-
ween 12 and 20 weeks. The

“ Bill allcybﬁrtion to be
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The amendments have beer
made pursuant to the rising

numbcer of pleasin the court.
There are 23 petitions in front

of the Supreme Court and many

hundreds in the High Courts

HARSH VARDHAN
Healih himster

done on the advice of one
doctor up to 20 weeks, and
two doctors in the case of
certain categories of wo-
men, between 20 and 24
weeks.

For a pregnancy to be ter-
minated after 24 weeks in
case of substantial foetal ab-
normalities, the opinion of
the State-level medical board
is essential.

The Bill was passed in
March last year in the Lok
Sabha.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan said the

amendments in the Bill had
been made after studying
global practices and wide
consultation within the
country.

The amendments, he
said, had been made pur-
suant to the rising number of
pleas in the court. There are
23 petitions in front of the
Supreme Court and many
hundreds in the High Courts.
“Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, we will not frame any
law which harms women.
This is to preserve and pro-

tect the dignity of women,”
he said. The original Bill was
framed in 1971.

During the debate, howey-
er, many of the Oppesition
members, while welcoming
the Bill, pointed out the sev-
ere lacunae and problems
with its approach. Congress
leader Ami Yajnik, who
opened the debate, said the
medical board had to have
specialists but governmerit
data itself showed a grave
shortage in availability of
doctors. “Should the State
intervene when the preg-
nant woman is worried
about her own life, about the
well-being of the foetus, and
also about the stigma in-
volved?”

Shiv Sena leader Priyanka
Chaturvedi said it was wrong
to say the Bill was based on a
“right-based” approach. In-
stead, it had a “need-based”

approach. /




