CH
RNATAKA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, RESEARCH AND REFERENCE BRAN

TdTo BbrawALh
PAPER CLIPPINGS
s

: . ot Reassa
3 / Qe : DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT: QW\/&W

[ .
& B30 : NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER: ~——ve— _th

—

k3

War of words i Lok
Sabha over misyse
of provisions
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egistration of sedition
cases has almost dou-
led from 47 in 2014 to

93in 2019, with few reaching
the conviction stage, the gov-
ernment told the Lok Sabha,
prompting the Oppasition
to allege misuse of the provi-
sions.

Minister of State for Home
G Kishan Reddy, responding
to supplementaries during
the Question Hour, said there
was no direct involvement of
the Centre in the registration
of sedition cases as the marter
was within the ambit of the
state government.

He said that 47 cases of
sedition were registered in
2014, 30 in 2015, 35 in 2018,
51in 2017, 70 in 2018 and 93
in 2019.

Congress member A Re-
vanth Reddy sought details
about the cases registered
against climate activist Disha
Ravi and against farmers in.
volved in the violence in the
national capital on Republic
Day. Congress member Man-
ish Tewari pointed towards
the low conviction rate of se.
dition cases and accused the
government of misusing the
provision to curb free speech.

“In 2014, out of 47 cages
registered, there was one
conviction. In 2015, out of 30
cases registered, there wag
zero conviction. In 2016, out
of 35 cases registered, there
was one conviction, In 2017,

Cong, Centre spar |
as sedition cases
doublein “
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Minister G Kishan Reddy
speaks in the Lok Sabhaon
Tuesday, e
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*GOVT'S RESPONSE TO
QUESTION IN LOK SABHA

out of 51 cases, there was one
conviction, In 2018, out of 70
cases, there were two convic-
tions. In 2019, there was one
conviction out of the 93 cases
registered,” Tewari said,

‘Norightto lecture us’
Minister Kishan Reddy hit
back and accused the Con-
gress of “misusing” powers
to imprison leaders such as
Jayaprakash Narayan and L
K Advani under the Mainte-
nance of Internal Security Act
and misusing TADA, the an-
ti-terrorism law, in the 1980s.
“The Congress has noright
to lecture us about misuse of
laws... The Congress has no

right to speak about democ-

racy,” the minjster said,

Hesaid nochargesheet has
been filed yetin the Disha Ravi
case which was still under jn-
vestigation.
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