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Yediyurappa
moots separate
secretariat for STs

BENGALURU, DHNS \'1,’9
2\

n a significant, political-

ly-loaded move, Chief

Minister B S Yediyurappa
willannounceaseparatesec-
retariat for Scheduled Tribes
inthe 2020-21 Budget.

This is seen as a bid to pla-
catethe STswhoaredemand-
inga hikeinreservation. Also,
thereis discontent within the
community over two of their
leaders - B Sreeramulu and
Ramesh Jarkiholi - missing
outon becoming deputychief
ministers.

NotetoCS
In a note, Yediyurappa has
directed Chief Secretary TM
Vitay Bhaskar to “take neces-
saryaction” toincludethe pro-
posaltocreateaST secretariat
“in the 2020-21 budger, which
will be presented on March
! 5. The note also states that
Yediyurappa had announced
thesettingupofaseparate ST
secretariatatapubliceventon

February 9.
Atpresent, allprogramimes

related to the welfare of the
Scheduled Castesand Sched-
uled Tribes are taken care of
by the Social Welfare depart-
ment, while the Backward
Classes Welfare Department
covers the Other Backward
Classes (OBC).

Under pressure
Yediyurappais alreadyunder
pressure from the Valmiki
communitythatwantsthe ST
reservation to be hiked from
3%t07.5%. Even the Nation-
al Cornmission for Scheduled
Tribes hagpushed for this. A
committee headed by Justice
Nagamohan Das is examin-
ingthis demand.

That .apart, Sreeramulu,
who is arguably the tallest
ST leader in the state, is said
to be sulking as he was not
made deputy chief minister,
a promise the BJP had made
to him in the run up to the
2018 Assembly polls. Anoth-
er Valmiki leader Ramesh

Jarkiholi, too, is said to be

a deputy chief ministerial
aspirant.
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