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““Border on the boil

India’s threat matrix now includes
the possibility of a wo-front situation

x ith a series of ceasefire violations by the Pa-
% ;é / kistan Ar my that targeted civilians, and hea-
vy artﬂlery fire by the Indian Army, the LoCis
once again on the boil. Six civiliansg, four Indian Army
persennel and & BSF javwan were killed in the firing from
Pakistan across three sectors, and official Pakistani me-
dia said one Pakistani soldier and five civilians were
killed by Indian cross-border shelling. The government
accused Pakistan of firing as a way of providing covar
for terrorists infiltrating into India befere the winter
snow closes the passes and underground routes, and is-
sued a démarche to Pekistan's top diplomat in New Del-
hi on Saturday decrying the “coordinated firing along
the length of the LoC using heavy caliber weapon
cluding ertillery and moriar, on Indian civilians” by the
Pakistan Army. The temsperature has been further
raised by pelitical words from the highest level. Primme
Winister 1\1 di's speech, ashe stood atep a tank during g
Deepavali visit to the Langewala post, warned of a “pra-
chand jawab” (fierce reply) to Pakistan, and criticised
China’s “expansionist mindset”, albeit without naming
either neighbour. Hours later, Pakistan Prime Minister
Iraran Khan tweeted that there should be “no deubt” of
Paldstan’s ability and “national resclve” to defend its
borders. Pakistan's assault at the LoC was followed by
allegations against India on terror. In a new diplomatic
tactic, its Foreign Minister Shah Mahmeod Qureshi ap-
peared at a press conferance along with Pakistan’s mil-
itary spokesperson, claiming to have a “dossier” on In-
dian involvement in terror attacks inside Pakistan that
he said primarily targeted China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) infrastructure projects. India termed
the press conference a “futile anti-India propaganda ex-
ercise” and said the charges were fabricated.

The present situation at the Lol cannot be normal
ised and must be taken seriously. Army officials now say
2020 has seen the highest levels of firing since the 2003
India-Pakistan ceasefire agreement, with a record num-

s, in-

ber of 4,052 ceasefire violations by Pakistan since Janu- /

ary. Pakistan’s intentions are to provoke India ahead of
its two-year term at the UN Security Council from Janu-
ary 2021, as well as to rake up trouble before the Finap-
cigl Action Task Force review in February. By nanmiing
the CPEC, Pakistan also zppears to want to further
strain India-China relations that have undergone what
Foreign Secretary Harsh shringla calied their “worst
crisis” since 1962, as a result of PLA aggression at ihe
LAC in Ladakh and the stand-off, Studied with the esca-
lation by Pakistan at this time, it shouid be evident that
India’s threat matrix includes the very real possibility of
a two-front situation where the Army will be engaged at
the LoC 2nd the LAC simultanecusly, along with a pos-
sible/spilﬁe in terrcrist activity in Jammu and Kashmir.



