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“Birla calls all-party

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@NewDe_lhi

AHEAD of the winter session
of Parliament commencing
rrom Monday, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla has called
an allparty meeting on Satur-
day to enlist cooperation of
laaders for smoeoth functioning
of the House.

The Congress, pressing
ahead with the dentand for
constitution of a Joint Parlia-

~fpentary Coinmittee (JPC) on

Rafale, is likely to turn the
heat on the treasury benches.
The winter session is com-
ing ai & time when the BJP is
staring at the prospects of

itsestranged ally Shiv. -

Sena forming gov-
ernment in Maha- (

rashtra in alliance wm

with the Congress
and the NCP

The Congress is
also buoyed by a
significant im-
provment in

ity v P
its performance in Haryana,
forcing the BJP to strike a
post-poll alliance with the Jan-
navak Janata Party to form
government in the state.
The Parliament session
will also coincide with the
electioneering for the five-
phase Jharkhand Assem-
bly polls, with the Oppo-
gition likely to try and
corner the government
over economic slow-
down and rising
unemploy-
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ment, among other issues.
The government, however, is
looking at a productive sessiom
and hoping to push legislative
business, which include the
contentious Citizenship
Amendment Bill, which had
lapsed with the dissolution of
the 16th Lok Sabha. The NDA
is presesing for the legislative
proposal even while the Oppo-
sition stays firm against the
Bill, favouring a focussed scru-
tiny of it by the parliamentary
standing committee.
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