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to be reality ne_xt year

Digital

s-Governance deni seis
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BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURL, DHNS

Iy nextycar, Karnataka will

hecome the second Indian
state to have a digital legisla-
ture with the implementation
ofcVidhan.

First rolled out in Himaehal
Pradesh in 2014, e-Vidhan cn-
ables the automation of the
lawmaking processandmaikes
legislature sessions paperless,
saving hundreds of wees and
public money ammually.

With Assembly Speaker
Vishweshwar Hegde Kag-
ert aggressively pushing for
¢-Vidhan, the c-Governance
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depurtmcht has a set a Feb-
ruary 2020 deadline for com-
missioning the project, which
is estimated to cost about Rs
69 crore,

The Speaker’s office is liais-
ing with various government
offices to prepare the ground
for c-Vidhan. Such is Kageri's
push that he pergonnily dialed
up heads of departmeits - IAS
officers-asking them to speed
up the appointment ol nodal
officcrs.

“Specific deadlines have
been fixed and we're trying to
have the e-Vidhanrolled ontas
earlyaspossible,” Kagerisaid.

The Centre for e-Govern-
ance (CeGyisworking with the

" “The Centra for e-Governance is working with the National
Informatics Centre for e-Vidhan. oH FiLE PHOTO

National Infoermatics Centre
fore-Vidhanin Karnatakaand
a dedicated tcam has been
formed for this. “A compan-
son between the e-Vidhan in
Himachal Pradesh and what’s
required forithere shows that
the only changewillbe thelan-
gunage, whereas the software
application will be the same.
It’s the infrastructure that
needs to be designed,” a CeG

official said.

At present, the CeG team
is undertaking a survey of the
Vidhana Soudha premises to
figure outconnectivily. “We're
looking at whether we should
providewiring for the networlk,
or gowireless. Wealreadyhave
the Karnataka State Wide Area
Network (KSWAN) and the
Secretariat Local Area Net-
worls, butitdoes notextend till

o

the Assembly and Council. It
must be a secure network, so
we are finalizing the specifi-
cations required,” the official
said.

Authorities are also ex-
ploring technology options to
ensure the heritage Vidhana
Soudha building is not dam-
aged during the e-Vidhan ex-
ercise. The CeCralready hasthe
experience of providing video
conference facility to the High
Court, which is also a heritage
building.

Once the e-Vidhan is rolled
out, all key functionsof the leg-
islature - questions & notices,
replies by the government.
laying of repbr s and bills - will
be done virtuaily through Na-
tional e-Vidhan Application
(NeVA) for borh web and mo-
hile.

The process of rolling out
e-Vidhanstartedin 2014 when
ateam from Karnataka visited
Himachal Pradeshtostudy the
project. ‘ e
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