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Punjab to pass

laws to nix Centre’s

farm reforms

NEW DELHI, DHN
iEnele

eading the push back
hgmnst the Modi gov-
roment, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh has
decided to convene a special
~ session of the State Assembly
on Monday to Pass legislation
to negate the impact of three
farm sector laws enacted by
the Cenire.

Singh had said that the Pun-
Jjab government would bring
in necessary amendments to
state laws to negate the “dan-
gerousimpact”ofthe Farmers’
Produce Tradeand Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation)
Act; Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement
of Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, and Essential
Commodities Act 2020.

The Punjab Cabinet on
Wednesday recommended to
Governor V P Singh Badnore
toconvene al3thsession of the
Assemmbly on October19.

However, even if the state

assembly passes the legisla-
tion, it cannot become a law
until it receives the assent of
the Governor, which could not
be forrhcormng given the pre-
vailing political climate,

In the previous session in
August, the Punjab Assembly
had adopted a resolution to re-
ject the three farm sector laws
which were enforced through
the promulgation of Ordinane-
es, which were subsequently
replaced byActsofParlla.ment.

Farmers in Punjab are up
in arms against the three laws
and have resorted to blocking
trains in the state, hampering
movement of coal for thermal
power plantsandfood grainsat
atime when the procurement
seasonisin full swing.

Soon after the three laws
were passed by Parliament,
CongressPresident Sonia Gan-
dhi had asked chief ministers
of party-ruledstatesto explore
optionsunder the Constiturion
tonegatetheimpactofthecen-
trallaws.
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