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 Quota should be based on

L)

_ economic status: DVS

Ongoing agitations
will harm society:
union minister
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BENGALURY, DHNS
T

nion Minister D V Sa-
l | dananda Gowda on
Monday suggested that
caste-basedreservation should
end, making z case for quotas
to be given on economic-back-
wardnessof people.
Hewasreactingtothe ongo-
ing movements by the Veeras-
haiva-Lingayats and Kurubas
who are seeking a revision in
theirquotastatus. |
“Only those with econom-
ic-backwardness should get
reservation and we should
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moveinthatdirection,” Gowda
toldreporters. “The Centrehas
introduced a 10% economical-
ly-weaker section (EWS) quo-
ta, We're taking thistoa logical
end.”

The Veerashaiva-Lingayats
are rallying to get included un-
der the national ORBC list that
willgivethem a shareinthe 27%
reservation in central jobs and
educational institutions. Also,
the Panchamasali sub-sect is
askingtobeputunder Category
2A ofthestatequota, Then, the
Kurubasareagitating to get ST
statusat the national-level.

“Thave said this in the past;
the ongoing agitation forreser-
vationswill only cause harm to
thesodetyandadministraton,”
Gowdasaid.

“True, the Constitution came
up with reservation, based on,
the situation that existed back
then. But times have changed

and the world has become
smaller, People have found their
ownwaystogrow. The problem
with caste-based quota is the
ones who are really eligible in
terms of economic backward-
ness remain behind, So, the eli-
gibility (for reservation) should
notbe based solelyoncaste, but
theeconomiccondition *heex-
plained.

Deputy Chief Minister C
N Ashwath Narayan said the
current demands put forth by
communitiesshould be scientif-
icandjustified. “Anyrevision of
reservation should be taken up
asperguidelines, irrespectiveof
the castewhichdemandsit"he
said. The government, he said,
wastryingtofulfill the demands
through the Backward Classes
Commission, “There are aspi-
rations expressed by various
communities over reservation.
We can'tquestion that.”
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