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" Cabinet snub: BJP MLAs to
meet Shah during his visit

Union Home
Minister
Will Arrive In

B'luru TOda.y AN L

Times News NETWORK <\
Bengaluru: Several BJP
legislators, who didn't get a
cabinet look-in, are expected
to discuss the issue with
Union minister Amit Shah
during his two-day visit to
Karnataka. Shah is sched-
uled to arrive in Bengaluru
on Saturday and will attend
programmes in Shivamog-
ga, Belagavi, Bagalkot and
Vidhana Soudha.
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The disgruntled BJP leg-
iglators plan tc approach
him in Belagavi. Apart from
the cabinet snub, some plan
to raise the issue of alleged
interference by Yediyurap-
pa’s younger son, BY Vijay-
endra, in the government
and party affairs.

BJP MLC AH Vishwanath
said that he had sought an
appointment with Shah (o
update him about the politi-

@evelopments in the party
g sy 4
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TOP-LEVEL MEET: Defence minister Rajnath Singh speaks to
chief minister BS Yediyurappa at Vidhana Soudha on Friday

and state. “I hope that T get his
time and an opportunity to
explain everything,” he said.

Earlier, about 10 MLAs in-
cluding Abhay Patil, Arvind
Bellad, Siddu Savadi and Ba-
sangouda Patil Yatnal, had
planned to travel to Delhi to
air their grievances before the
BJP top brass. They changed
their mind and decided to ap-
proach Shah during his state
visit instead.

Wednesday's cabinet ex-
pansion has led to resentment

in sections of BJP. with sev-

eral MLAS expressing reser-
vations about ML.Cs being ap-
peinted as ministers, uneven
representation of districts

and sidelining of seniors.
Legislators like Yatnal and
Vishwanath have been openly
criticising chief minister BS
Yediyurappa, alleging that
he inducted some ministers
after blackmail.

Yediyurappa also post-
poned portfolio allocation
among the seven new minis-
ters, reportedly to preventma-
jor sguabbles during Shah's
visit. “We will announce the
portfolics on Sunday or Mon-
day after discussing it with
Shah,” Yediyvurappa said.

On Friday, Yediyurappa's
political secretary and loy-
alist, MP Renukacharya,
met BJP national general

secretary and Karnataka in-
charge Arun Singh in Delhi.
Renukacharya, an MLA who
had been hoping for a cabinet
berth, reportedly complained
about the induction of MLC
CP Yogeshwar into the cabi-
net. In 2009, Renukacharya
led a rebellion against Yedi-
yuirappa's government, tak-
ing a team of MLAs o Goa.
“It's true that some like-
minded MLAs have come
together and we plan to meet
over breakfast or lunch to
discuss political issues. But
we have no plans to go to any
resort,” he said, downplaying
his trip to Delhi. “I have come
here in connection with work
in my constituency, Honnali.”
Meanwhile, after landing
in Bengalury, Shah will head
for Shivamogga to participate
in various programmes, in-
cluding the inauguration of
the Rapid Action Force unit
in Bhadravathi. He will re-
furn to the state capital the
same evening and attend an
event at the Vidhana Soudha.
On Sunday, he will participate
in a programme of Nirani
Group in Bagalkot and inau-
gurate a high-tech simulation
training centre at the Jawaha-
rial Nehru Medical College.
He is scheduled to visit the
residence of the late Union

mw Sutesh Angadi.

My security was
withdrawn after
BSY spat: Yatnal

enior BIP MLA and former

Union minister Basanagouda
Patil Yatnal alleged on Friday
that his security was withdrawn
after he made some statements
against BS Yediyurappa. "The
chief minister has withdrawn
security provided to me in the
backdrop of threats from
fundamentalists,” Yatnal
claimed in a letter. “After |
made statements against the
CM, the security has been
withdrawn. This is political
vendetta. However, no one can
SUPPress my voice.”

Vishwanath'to

release hook on

rebel drama

JP MLC AH Vishwanath, who

failed to get a cabinet berth
on Wednesday, said that he
would soon release a tell-all
book or: the 2018 rebellicn
drama, in which 17 Congress
and JD(S) MLAS quit the
coalition and stayed in Mumbai
for some time, Vishwanath
claimed his book, titled
‘Bombay Days’, will reveal what
transpired in Mumbai and detail
alleged conversations between

| BS Yediyurappa and the rebels.




