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Congern over Covaxin

Covaxin, from Page 1
Buta cmybeibrethevaccmation,
theofficialscompletelychanged
theirstand. “Novatcineisaback-
up to the other- both vaccines
are equallyimportant, bothvac-
cines are hugely immunogenic.
They excite immunity against
e virus. Thereis no choice for
the individual at this point of
time,” Vinod Paul, member, Niti
Aayog said in aninterview.
Paul, Bhargava and Guleria
are the three doctors and med-
ical researchers advising the
Centre onvarious aspectsof the
Caovid-19 from the beginning.
This newspaper reached out to
top officials aswell as Bhargava
and Guleria seeldng toknow the
reasonsbehindtheturn-around,
butdid notreceive anyresponse.
*“The fact that we are going
ahead with both the vaccines at
the sametimewhenefficacy data
is not yet availzble for one docs
raise concerns,” Anaut Blan,
past president, International
Association of Bioethics and an
adjunct professor atthe Yenep-

=
yaUruvermty Mangalum told
DH.

After reviewing the prepara-
tions for the Saturday launch,
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan reiterated that boti
indigenously manufactured
vaccine had proven safety and
iremunogenicity records and
were the most important tools
to contain the pandemic. There
is o mention of Covaxin's “re-
stricted use in emergency sit-
uations in public interest as an
abundantprecmrtion, in clinical
trial mede”, asstated by the reg-
ulator.

“I can only think that this is
a politicat decision. Any deci-
sions regarding Covaxin could
easily have been taken some
weeles later, if supported by the
efficacy data for which trialsare
ongoing,”said asenior biologist.
“The love and promotion of the
swadeshivaccine, even if that is
notsormething that has finished
phase-3trial, was pretty obvious
rightfromthe beginning,”added
a public heatth professional.




