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~ Worldss largest vaccination
programme begins today

PM to launch drive; more than 3 lakh to get jab on ﬁrst day

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT - /”),\

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off the first
phase of the nationwide CO-
VID-19 vaccination drive at
10.30 a.m. on Saturday dur-
ing a videoconference.

The world’s largest vacci-
nation programme will begin
at a total of 3,006 session
sites across all the States and
the Union Territories, which
will be connected virtually
throughout the exercise.
Nearly 100 beneficiaries will
receive the vaccine at each of
tHe session sites on Saturday.

Dedicated call centre

A dedicated 24x7 call centre
— 1075 - has been set up to
address queries related to
the pandemic and the vac-
cine roll-out, the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office said in a state-
ment.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on Jriday
said adequata doses of both
the vaccines <= Covishield
and Covaxin — had been deli-
vered across the country. He
reviewed the functioning of
the CoWIN system, the on-
line digital platform that will
be used to drive the vaccina-
tion programime.

The vaccination drive,
where the beneficiaries cur-
rently will not have a choice
between the two vaccines,
has been planned in a
phased manner after identi-
fying the priority groups, the
Ministry said. Healthcare
workers, both in the govern-
ment and private sectors, in-
cluding Integrated Child De-
velopment Services workers,
will receive the vaccine in

N Calling the shots

The Health Ministry has ruled out certain
population groups from the administration of
the COVID-19 vaccine. A lowdown:

WHO SHOULD NOT BE
VACCINATED
ged 18 or below

t and lactatlng
women

®» People witha hnstory

of allergic reaction to
COVID-19 vaccine or to
vaccines in general or
injectable therapies,
pharmaceutical products
and food itenis

WHO ARE PERMITTED
(apart from the general
population)

m People with a history of
COWD 19 1nfect|on

u Those with a hlstory of
chronic diseases and

4, to-morbidities o
. m Peaple who have

immunodeficiency or
HIV, and patients on
immunosuppression drugs

Policy cloud delays
Brazil vaccine flight

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELH!

A special plane from Brazil
to carry the first exports of
Covishield, the India-made
COronavirus vaccirie, was
delayed on Friday, anid,
confusion ovewzlearance;for
the shipment, o’fﬁmals here
said.

The flight, due to leave
Brazil on Thursday and
return on Saturday with two
million deses of the vaceine,
was put off, the Brazilian

Ministry of Health
announced, citing log‘lsncal
and hcensmg issues;y . )
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the first phase

The Health Ministry has
also issued a three page let-
ter to the States/UTs regard-
ing contraindications and
factsheets for the vaccines,
indicating that the jab be ad-
ministered with caution in
persons with a history of any
bleeding disorder.

The letter further added
that persons with COVID-19
infection history and those
with history of chronic ill-
ness are not contraindica-
tion for the vaccine,

“Persons with immuno
deficiency, HIV, patients on
immung-suprresion due to
any condition — the response

of COVID-19 vaccination may +

be less in these individuals,”
the communication said.

The CoWin platform will
facilitate real time informa-
tion of vaccine stocks, stor-
age temperature and indivi-
dualized  tracking:  of
beneficiaries for COVID 19
vaceine.
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