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'United Parliament must to -

~

back soldiers at borders: PM

He calls for unity, amid demand for debate on LAC face-off
N

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT {\e‘y@ 5 ¢

NEW DELE 1 1 am confident that this

Parlioment will give thisvery
strong message that it is standing
behind our brave soldiers

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday called for

unity and said it was Parlia-
ment’s “special responsibili-
ty” to give a strong, united
message of support to the
country’s brave soldiers
guarding the borders, as the
monsoon session began in
New Deihi.

The remarks, made just
before Parliament con-
vened, were a reference to
the ongeing border row with
China in Ladakh, which
shows no prospects of de-es-
calating soon.

“This Parliament also has
a special responsibility, es-
vecially in this session. This
Parliament, its every mem-
ber will give this message in
one voice, one sentiment
and one resolve that the
country is stau 'ag ~ehind
o ar soldiers, 1+ [ ouosary] is
~oing so thre s @7 ament
and its meraters. am confi-
dent that this Parliament
will give this very strong
message that it is standing
behind our country’s brave
soldiers in one voice,” Mr.
Modi said.

Border stand-off

The Prime Minister’s call for
unity comes even as the op-
position has demanded a
discussion on the border sit-
uation with China, including

MARENIRA LIQOIL, PRIKE KIMISTER

Will the Prime Minister speak

on this [India-China border}
issue? We do not want debate, but at
least a clarification should be given
on day one as the eatire
country is watching

GAURAV GDGOI,
DEPUTY LEADER OF CONGRESS IN LOH SABHA

what went down in the
meeting between the Fo©
reign Ministers of India and
China last week.

The Opposition has been
sharply critical of the Modi
government’s handling of
the border stand-off, and a
Business Advisory Comumit-
tee (B£C) meeting is being
he'd on Tuesday to defer-
m - i e time and durcticn
of o Jo'wte on this isst.. M
:h= Lo} Sabha.

“It is our experience that
the more deep and diverse
debate happens in Parlia-
ment, the more benefits it
brings to the subject of dis-
cussion and the country,”
Mr. Modi added.

He also struck a cautious
note on the raging COVID-19
pandemic across the coun-
try, stating that the session
was taking place under spe-
cial circumstances and as-

serted that the MPs have
chosen the path of duty.

‘Follow guidelines’

He referred to the host of
changes, including stag-
gered timings of the Lok Sab-
ha and the Rajya Sabha and
the decision to run them on
weekends too, "rought to
the running >’ this session
d1e to the (OV 319 crisis,
and said the W7 had wel-
camed them.

“Everybody has to follow
guidelines and precautions
about which they have been
informed,” Mr. Modi said,
adding, “Ye bhi saaf hai jab
tak dawai nahi tab tak koi
dhilai nahi” (It is clear that
there can be no laxity till a
vaccine is found). He ex-
pressed the hope that a vac-
cine would be available
soon, and people are helped

ytof this global crisis. /



