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5MPstest
positive for

Covidonday1

17fromLS,8fromRS
found te beinfected
during monsoon
session

———

SAGAR KULKARNI
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t least 25 parliamen-

tarians tested positive

or Covid-19 on the first

dayof themonsoon session on

Monday, ina grimreflectionof

the pandemic situation in the
country.

BJP Lok Sabha MPs
Meenakshi Lekhi, Parvesh
Sahib Singh and Sukanata
Majumdar were among the
17 from the Lower House who
tested positive in the RF-PCR
teststhatare mandatory forat-
tending the monsoon session,
where the virus is likely to be
one of the main talking points.

As many as 359 Lok Sab-

s Te to “coergjye federalism”
strength of 541, are attending Wi e Tshermgmn 5o Dewans

the Parliament session wear-
ing masks and taking precau-
tions.

In the Raiya Sabha, eight
members had tested positive
for Covid-19.

Some members suchas Le-
khi and Verma took to Twitter
to convey their Covid-19 posi-
tive results. ‘

RLP member danuman
Beniwal, who had submitted
his DNA samplesatthe testing
centre in Parliament on Sep-
tember 11, was flummoxed
over his Covid positive result,
ashissamplesturned outtobe
negative when he got himself

MPs pay tribute to Pranab Mukherjee, classical vocalist
Pandit Jasraj and others who passed away this year. rTi

Monsoon session off to
stormy start

Meetingunder the called reforms” in the
shadow of the Covid-19 farm sector.
pandemic, the monsoon The sessionbeganona
sessionof Parliamentgot  sombre note, with trib-
off to a stormy starton utes to former president
Monday, with the Oppo- Pranab Mukherjee, sitting
sition targetingtheModi ~ member H Vasanthaku-
government for scrapping mar, Pandit Jasrajand
the Question Hour and former MPs who passed
accusing it of resorting away during the inter-ses- \

tested again in Jaipur.

“ got myself tested in the
Lok Sabha premises for Cov-
id-19 which came out positive.
Afterthat, I gotmytestdone at
SMS hospital in Jaipur, which
showedthe resultasnegative.
am sharing both thesereports
with yur. V. hichreportcheald
be consideredaccurate?” Beni-
wal tweeted.

Ofthe 785 membersin both
the Houses, 200 are abovethe
age of 65, which makes them
vulnerable for infection.

Despite all odds, Samajwadi
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Party supremo Mulayam Sin-
gh Yadav, 80, was seen in the
Lok Sabha alongside Saugata
Roy (73) of Trinamool and
JMM founder Shibu Soren, 76,
who took oath as Rajya Sabha
member.

The two Houses met in
s :parate shifts tha* 2Mowed
membuer; to spread acress
chambers of both the houses
to ensure physical distancing.

Around 200 members were
seatedinthe Lok Sabhacham-
ber, whilethe Rajya Sabhawas
sparsely filled.
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