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“Siiramulu accepts his new

portfollo a meeting CM

PTI

Times NEws NETWORK \\V

Bengaluru: B Srlramuku
who was upset about losing
the health and family welfare
portfolio in a minor cabinet
reshuffle, agreed to take
charge of his new responsi-
bility on Tuesday after chief
minister BS Yediyurappa
pacified him.

Apart from a pep talk, what
worked was Yediyurappa’s as-
surance that some of Sriram-
ulu’s demands would be con-
sidered in future decisions.
Sriramulu is the new social
welfare minister, while his
cabinet colleague, K Sudhakar;
will head both health and
medical education.

Stepping out after Tues-
day's meeting, which wasalso
attended by Sudhakar, Srira-
mulu said he had happily ac-
cepted the new role and had
no quaims. “The chief minis-
ter changed my portfolio, so
that health and medical edu-
cation departments can he
under one minister. It had
nothing to do with my perfor-
mance, In fact, [ asked for the
social welfare portfoiic last
year, but he insisted that I
serve as the health minister
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PEACE TALKS: BS Yedlyurappa
met B Sriramulu & K Sudhakar
at his residence on Tuesday

because my previous perfor-
mance in the role, in 2008, was
good,” Sriramulu said.

The arrangement where
he led the health department
and Sudhakar thedical educa-
tion was severelytested as the
coronavirus pandemie erupi-
ed, with complaints of con-
tradictory public-health mes-
sages and poor coordination.
At one point, Yediyurappa
brought in another minister
to hold Covid-19 briefings to
streamline things. Finally, he
decided to put Sudhakar in
charge of the two related
portfolios.

Sriramulu didn't take the
decision well and in a possible
signal to Yedivurgppa, he
stopped using the go¥ernment-

provided vehicle on Monday
On Tuesday morning, Yedi-
yurappa summoned Sriramu-
lu and Sudhakar to his official
residence and explained why
he took the step. Sriramulu,
according to BJP insiders, ar-
gued that Yediyurappa should
have waited till the planned
cabinet expansion. But the
chief minister told him that he
followed experts’ advice {o im-
prove pandemic coordination.
As Sudhakar is a medical doc-
tor, it would be easier forrhim
to handle the health portfelio,
he reportedly said.

Sriramulu said the reshuf-
fle won’t be seen as his failure.
“When Sudhakar toak<over
the responsibility of Covid-19
management in Bengaluru,
there were 1,000 cases. Now,
there are about 5,000 every day.
That doesn't mean he has
failed,” he said.

Sudhakar said Yediyurap-
pa made the change after dis-
cussingthe issue with him and
Sriramulu. “The reason is
technical, and not related to
performance. Becoming the
social welfare minister is a
promotion for Sriramulfy, and
not & step down as some peopleg- t
are trying to portray,” he said.
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