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Tulsi floats RS bill to make
rape laws gender neutral

Seeks To Replace Words ‘Man’, ‘Woman’ With ‘Any Person’
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New Delhi: Highlighting the
needfor “gender neutral” pro-
visions in existing laws relat-
ed to sexual offences against
women and the need toextend
protection tonot only menbut
gven (ransgender DErsons
and those with different sex-
ualorientations, Rajya Sabha
MP KT S Tulsion Friday in-
troduced a private member
bill in the Upper House call-
ingforamendmentstotheIn.
dian Penal Code, Code of
Criminal Procedure and the
Indian Fvidence Act.

The proposed bill seeks
amendinents to key sections
of the IPC to punish acts of
sexual assanlt and rape of all
persons “including but not
limited tomenand transgen-
der persons inadditiontothe
protection afforded to wom-
en”. The bill also calls for
punishment for offender of
any “sex or gender”,

In theline-up of business
for the day the bill could not
be taken up for discussion
but its introduction ensures
it has a lifeline now and the

The proposed bill seeks
amendments to key
sections of the IPC to
punish acts of sexual
assault and rape of all
persons “including but
not limited to men and
transgender persons in
addition to the protec-
tion afforded to women”

Rajya Sabha may choose to
listitfordiscussion any time
during this session or in the
subsequentsession.
“Thisbill isan endeavour
to bring laws relating to sex-

ual exploitation, harass-
ment and assault to be in-
step with changing social
morality The lack of ac-
knowledgement of male
rapehas impacted theability
of victims to recognize their
own victimization,” says the
proposed law at one place.
The bill lists various sec-
tions of theIPC where words
need to be introduced to en-
able gender neutral applica-
tionof the provisions. Forin-

stance, the proposed amend-
ment to section 554 which
deals with assault or crimi-
nal force to woman with in-
tent to outrage her modesty
calls for replacing the word
‘woman’, with ‘any person’
inthetitle. :

In IPC section 375 deals
with sexual assauif Now the
proposed bill seeks insertion
of section375A toenabtegen-
der neutral application of
law where it is stated that "if
any person, intentionally
touches the genital, anus or
breast of the person or
makes the person touch the
vagina, penis, artus or breast
of that person or any ather

person, without the other
person’s consent or uses
words, acts or gestures to-
wards another person whick
create an unwelcome action-
able threat of sexual nature
or results in any unwelcome
advanee”, then the person
shall be punished with rigor-
ous imprisenment that may
extendtothree years,or with
fine,orboth. i

In the statement of ok-
jectsandreasonsof thebillit
is argued that “the intention
of the bill is not to under-
mine the experiences of
womensubjected torapeand
discrimination. But, as so-
ciety matures, we must de-
velop empathy for all and
this includes maleand trans-
gender rape victims aiso.”

Tulsi, a renowned lawyer
and a nominated member 1o
the Upper House, told TOL,
“The Supreme Court has in
many judgements raised
concern over misuse of the
law; Moreover, 1 fee] this bill
can bringa balance allowing
men, fransgenderand people
with different sexual orien-
tationalsotheoptionof legal
recourse.”
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