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CD case; Woman seeks security

Ramesh Jarkiholi files complaint; alleges plot to defaine him
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In a new fwist to the sex CD
case involving former Minis-
ter Ramesh jarkiheli, houts
after the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) registered
an FIR based on his com-
plaint, a video message al-
fegedly by the woman In the
D surfaced, in which she
has sought security.

The woran in the widely ’

circulated video claimed
that Mz Jarkiholi promised
her a job. “And now the vi-
deo is also released defam-
ing me,” she said, and urged
Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai that she should be
provided security. Ske said
the episode had led to her
and her family being
humiliated.

Minutes later, Mr. Bom-
mai said that the woman in
the video would be provided

adeguate security. Mean-
while, reacting the video,
My Jarkiholt sought to know
why such a statement was
not made for 11 days butim-
mediately after the FIR was
registered. He said it sug-
gested the woman was a
“puppet in  someone’s
hand”.

Mr. Jarkihol lodzed a
complaint with the Sadashi-
vanagar police earlier on Sa-
turday in which he alleged
“a conspiracy” to politically
defame him and extort mo-
ney and it was hatched for
over three months in
Sadashivanagar.

Though Mr. Jarkiholi
claimed in an earlier press
conference that four leaders
were behind the conspiracy,
he hasn’t named anyone in
his complaint and hence the
FIR is against unknown indi-
viduals. The case is regis-

tered under varicts sections
of Indian Penal Cods for for-
gery, extortion and c onspira-
cy.

The woman's video mes-
sage is expected 1o again
open up the allzgations of
“sex for favour™ allegations
against AT Jarkiboti.

Meanwhile, SIT that had
questioned four individuals
including thres journalists in
connecticn with the alleged
conspiracy or Friday, is on
the huni for tvo more indivi
duals presenily at 1 rge -
one from Sira in Tt akury
district and anot :r from
Devanahalli n Bengalury
Rural, where SIT sleuths
mndu;ted search  opera-
tions vn Saturday. One of
thern hacked a server in Rus-
sia and uploaded the video
omline, sources said.
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KPéC President DK, shivakumar and senior Congress izaders
at a protest rally in Shivamogga on Saturday.
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KPCC president D k" SHiva-
kumar, referring to the SIT
prebe into the o scandal
invelving former Minister
Ramesh Jarkihioli, claimed
that an attempt was on to
“fix” him in the cage.

Spezking at Congress
protest raily in Shivarnogga
on Friday, he said he would
speak about the incident at
an appropriate moment. ]
know they are irying to fix
me in this case, But, 1 will
expose those behing this in.
cident at a suitable tite,” he
said.

Several leaders partici-
pating in the rally, in sup-
port of B.K. Sangameshwa-
ra, Bhadravag MLA, who is
allegedly being “harassed”
by the police, said thar BIP
Teaders had been engaged in
illegal activiries though they
often chant the name of
Lord Rama.

Former Speaker XR. Ra-
mesh Kumar said. “Ramg
with a heavy heary sent his
wife Sita as he 8ave respect
to the opinion of opa indivi-
dual in hjs State,” he said,
asking if that s indeed the
Rama respected by the Bjp,

Referring to the resigna-
tion of 17 MLAs in Operation
Lotus, Mr. Kumar sarcasti-
cally asked if all the MLAs,
who were lodged i Mum-
bai, read Bhagvad Gita there
or did they spend time do-
Ing yoga. Former Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda com-
Mented that “BJP leaders
chant Lord Rama’s name,

but behave worse than Ra-

D\ svama Referring 10" the ¢p

scandal, he said the BIP was
bringing bad name to Karng-
taka by their “immoral con-
duce, “Somebody called jt
acenspiracy to fix the Minis.
ter. What is the COnspira-
Cy?.. Are we Tesponsible for
his conduct?” he askad.

Former Minister 3, Para-
meshwara said: “Earlier, the
EIP leaders colleciad bricks
in the name of Srirama,
Where are the bricks? Now,

€Y are raising funds for
Ram tempje. Where 15 the
monsy they collecreq ear-
lier for the same purpose?”

Leader of the Opposition
Siddaramaiah sajd the pre-
Sent government was “im-
moral” as the party made 17
MLAs of the Opposition par-
ties resign. He alleged that
they were offered crores of
fupees each and came g
pPower.

Financial statys
Further, he said Chief Minis-

ter B.S. Yediyurappa had ng

tmoral right to continue in
power considering the -
dancial status of the State.
During his rule the State’s
loan had increased, Deyond
ali records, he sajd,

The Congress organised
the event to condernn police
action against ppp, Sanga-
meshwara, in <onnecting
with a clash between work.
€5 of the Congress an the
BjpP duriqg a Kabaddi toyr-
hey on February 28. The
MLA’S son s 2mong those
arrested in the case, o



