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" “Yashwant
Sinha joins
Trinamool

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLXATA "'.\'s’?:.j\':/\,: ‘
Former Union Finance Mi-
nister and Bharatiya Janata
party (BJD) leader Yash-
want Sinha on Saturday
ipined the Trinamool Con-
gress, Senior leaders of the
Trnamosl. incuding Su-
dip  Banerjee, Derek
O'Brien and Subrata Muk-
herjee welcomed ML Sinha
into the party.

Before officially joining
the party, Mr. Sinha met its
chairperson and West Ben-
aal Chief Minister Mamnata
Ranerjee for nearly 45 mi-
nutes at her Kalighat resi-
dence.

Mr. Sinha, once one of
the tallest leaders of the
BJP, is now & vocal eritic of
the policies of the Naren-
dra Medi-led government.
He quit the BJP in April
2018. The development as-
sumes significance in poll-
bound West Bengal.

syou will be surprised at
today’s development as to
why at this ageJam joining
a party when i had with-
drawn from pariy politics.
This is because the country
is passing through crucial
times,;” Mr. Sinha said.

The 83-year-old politi-
cian said democracy does
not only mean elections ev-
ery five years.

«The strengih of democ-
racy lies in the strength of
institutions and I say itwith
regret that these institu-
tions, including the judici-
ary, in the couniry have
been weakenad,” he said.

-

ceimIn o PAGET Y

TA : NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER:

|
|

The gt

. DATE

L e 3

S PR

“iThe P of Atali (Atal Biha-

ri Vajnayes} and the BJP now
are poles apart. Atalj be-
lieved in consensus; today's
government believes in
crushing. Ataljf used to co-
opt people; today’s govern-
ment wants to conguer peo-
ple,” Mr. Sinha said.

Showering praise on Ms.
Banerjee, Mr. Sinha said she
is a fighter and expressed
the hope that the T rinamool
would refurn to power wit
a thumping majority. He re-
called that during 1999 Kan-
dahar hijack of Air India
plane, when the Trinamoo!
was a coalition partner of
the Vajpayee government,
Ms. Banerjee had volun-
teered at the Cabinet meet-
ing to go and meet the hi-
jackers to secure the release
of hostages “as she is not
afraid of her life”.

*A message should go
from Bengal that what Modi
(Narendra Modi) 2nd Shah
(amit Shah) are doing from
Delhi cannot go un,” he said,
adding that a victory of Tri-
namool would strengthen
call for parivartan {change)
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in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Lis:ing a series of faillures
of the BIP government at the
Centre — including handling
the farmers’ protest, the
condition of migrant Work:
ers Juring lockdown, the
srate of education  and
healthcare, Mr. Sinha said,
“1t seems like that the scle
aim of the BJP is to wirl ey
ery election everywhere)”

“The tipping point was
the atrack (in Mandigram)
on Mamagz Banerjee. When
I spoke o her today, she de-
scribed the incident to me...
This government [at the
Centre] can do anything to
<vin the election. The atiack
on Mamatsi made me de-
cide that Lwant towork with
her” he said about the
tnfarch 10 incident.

The weteran politician
lhad a maintained good rap:-
port with the Trinamool] lea-
dership in the past and had
also camnaigned for the
party in the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll in VWest Bengal.

M. Sinbia’s son Jayant Sin-
ha is the BJP MP from Haza-
ribagh in jrarkhand.
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