By 2020, La
speaker could all be

Colombo: One brother is
considered a shoo-in for the
job of Sii Lanka’s president
in olections this weekend
and another is eyeing the
P's post when that election
hecomes due early nextyear
Two other brothers are pe-
litical sirategists for their Sri
Latka Podujana Peramuna
partyandoneof themisconsi-
dering a shot at becoming the
speaker in parliament. Three
menof the family’s next gene-
ration are alse in politics. The
Rajapaksas, best known for
the brutal defeat of separatist
Tamil rebels and then dra-
wing Sri Lanka into China's
orbit when the West and India
shunned the Indian Ocean is-
land, are back at thecentre of
the nation's deeply divisive
politics and itis stoking fear.
While there are no formal
opinion polls, ex-defence se-
cretary GotabayaRajapaksais
the favourite to win the presi-
dential poll this Saturday His
chief opponent Sajith Prema-
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PARTNERS IN POWER: Mahinda and Gotabay

L

a Rajapaksa

dasa, a minister, is seen tr-
ailing. Gotabaya led the opera-
rions against the Tamil Tigers
when hiselder brother Mahin-
da Rajapaksa was president.
He has faced lawsuits in Sri
[ankaand in the US over alle-
gations of staged killings of
Tamil separatists, critics and
iournalists during the waz
Both brothers deny. the al-
legations asa Western conspi-
racy to interfere in the nation

of 22 million that sits astride
vital shipping lanes and has
long been a tinderbox of lensi-
ons between thedominant Sin-
halese Buddhists and Tamils.
In recent months, Sinhalese
hardliners have also targeted
the tiny Muslim COMIMUNY.
Mahinda lost the 2015 pre-

sidential poll to a cabinet col-

league who turned against
him — Maithripala Sirigena.
After his ouster; the family’s

nka’s prez, PM and
Raiapaksas

fortunes fell into decline. But
the Easter Sunday bombings
on hotels and churches, in
whichmorethan250werekil-
led, derailed Sirisena’s presi-
dency, and he has announced
he will not contest thisvear.
Mahinda is barred from
vunning for president again.
andison the stumpfor Gotaba-
va, bringing an affable touch
to the campaign against the
rather groff manner of his
brother, mare known for his
military machismo. Ancther
brother, Basil, handlesthepar-
ty finances whileafourthbrot-
her and ex-speaker, Chamal,
campaigns in the family boro-
ughin thescuthof the island.
Mahinda is the obyious
choice for PM, said Keheliva
Rambukwella, Gotabaya
campaign's Spokesman. Cha-
mal would be the choice for
speaker; experts say. Inall, se-
ven members of the family
are involved in politics, and
some of the others could also
end up in parliament. REUTERS
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