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Govt to bring

ordinance for
-anti-slaughter law

BENGALURY, DHNS

hief Minister B S Yedi-
Cyurappa said on Friday

that an ordinance will
be promulgated to give effect
to the anti-cow slaughter Bill
evenashemountedadefence
saying 90% of the state’s peo-
ple were happy with the gov-
ernment’s decision.

Earlier this week, the Kar-
nataka Prevention of Slaugh-
ter and Preservation of Cattle
Bill was passed in the Legis-
lative Assembly, but it was
not tabled in the Legislative
Council.

“Wewill promulgate an or-
dinance. Asyouknow, the Leg-
islative Council chairperson
didnotcooperate,” Yediyurap-

~ pa said. He was referring the
Council chairperson K Prata-
pachandra Shetty adjourning
the Upper House sine dieeven
before the BJP government
could table the Bill.

Yediyurappa, who per-
formed “Gau Pooja” at his of-
ficial residence Cauvery, said
the Bill proposes to impose
imprisonment of up to seven
vearsand a fineofupto Rs 10
lakh. “There is a provision to
set up special courtsand pro-
tection of those who protect
cows,” he said.

“The whole world knows
that cows are revered in the
HinduD#harma. InTndia, which

‘is agrarian, animal husbandry
is a source of income for agri-
culturistsand cattleareusedin
farming activities. In this back-
drop, cows are considered as
an asset in the Indian culture.
The Legislative Assembly has
passed the Bill, which further
strengthens the existing law,”
Yediyurappa said.

The state government will
make arrangements by set-
ting up infrastructure where
cows can be taken care of.
“90% of the state’s people are
happywiththeBill. Thiswasa
promise we made in our mani-
festo,” Yediyurappa said.

Revenue Minister R Asho-
ka said Gau Shalas will be
opened at the taluk-level
to take care of cattle. The
government has provided
thousands of acres for Gau
Shalas to various mutts and
temples, he pointed cut.

On concerns that farmers
will find it difficult tolook after
bulls and old cattle, and Con-
gress’ remarks to leave such
cattle at BJP leaders’ houses,
Ashoka said: “We're ready to
look after these animals. Also,
leaveyourseniorsatourdoors.”

The BJP was wary of the
Congress’ plan to block the
passage of the Bill in the Up-
per House, “We don'twantto
put it in cold storage like last
time. That’s why we did not
tableit,” he added.
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