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NG grants interim bail

f/éupreme Court grants
- interim bail to Arnab

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL \?N

NEW DELH1 ‘ \. =
The Supreme Court o Wed- i
nesday  ordered the
Maharashtra government to
release forthwith Republic
TV Editor-in-Chief Arnab
Goswami and two others on
interim bail in an abetment
to suicide case, saying per-
sonal liberty is increasingly
becoming a casualty in the

. country.

Mr. Goswami was re-
leased late in the evening.
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to Arnab Goswami

‘ A
“People are now put in jall\q’woman whe was hauled up

for a tweet... We are trave]l-
ing through the path of des-

truction of liberty. You may -

not like his ideology. Left to
myself, I will not watch his
«channel. But citizens are
ment to jail, High Courts

~don’t grant bail. We have to

send a strong message,” Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud,
heading the Bench, orally
observed, i

The Bench, also COmptris-
ing Justice Indira Banerjee,
directed Mr. Goswamj and
two others to execute 3 per-
sonal bond of 250,000 each
with the jail superinten-
dent. The court said they
should co-operate with the

Pgbe and not influence
'&%fasses. |
W& Goswami had ap-

pesled to the Supreme
Court after the Bombay
High Court refused him bail
on November 9.

During the day-long hear-
ing, Justice Chandrachud re-
ferred to a recent case of a

; wa&

)

by the West Bengal govern-
ment for a tweet,

“We are deeply con-
cerned. If this is how human
liberty is persecuted, the
Supreme Court has fo be
there for every person... We
are getting cases for perso-
nal liberty in multinides.
Our democracy is extraordi-
narily resilient. Our point is
governments should ignore
them [taunts on TV]. You
,ﬂ)ink what they say makes
"any difference in the elec

tions?”  Justice Chandra-
chud observed. *

The court asked the Mah:
arashtra government
whether custodial interro-
gation of Mr. Goswami was
really necessary in a case of
abetment to suicide in
which a person may have ta-
ken his own life under finan-
cial stress.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, for Mr. Goswami,
urged the court to transfer
the case to the CBL




