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‘ Govt removes restrictions

,on farmland purchase

it

: DATE ; Lble/z—aﬂ

RS

/ e . G L N
" Non-agriculturists will soon..
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T \'V SHRUTHI HM SASTRY
BENGALURU, DHNS

In a big policy change, the
state government on Thurs-
day decided to amend the
Karnataka Land Reforms Act
to allow non-agriculturists to
own agricultural land, saying
the move will bring in invest-
ments and end litigation.

TheCabinetalsodecidedto
tweak the law to increase the
caponhow muchagricultural
land a person can own.

Till now,
non-agricaltur-
ists were barred
from buying ag-
ricultural prop-
erty in the state,
And those with
agricultural
background
could purchase farmlandonly
iftheir annual non-agricultur-
alincomedid not exceed Rs 25
lakh.

Apart from that, only ed-
ucational, religious instim-
Hons, companies, coeperative
societies among others could
purchase agricultural land.

The Cabinet has decided
to repeal Sections 79 (a), (b),
(c) and 80 of the Land Re-
forms Act, Law Minister J C
Madhuswamy said, briefing
reporters,

“There are many techies,

.

forinstance, who have earned
welland are keen on investing
inagriculture,”"Madhuswamy
explained.

“On one hand, owing to the
existing restrictions, many of
those interested are unable to
buy land. On the other hand,
evenagriculturists are unable
to get the right price for their
Jand. Repealing thesesections
willensure good price forland.
Itwill also make the documen-
tation process simpler.”,

The government will not
premulgate an
.ordinance for
| this. An amend-
& ment Bill will be

| introduced in
the next session
ofthelegislature,
the Law Minister
said. :

Revenue Minister R Asho-
kasaid the existing provisions
worked againstthe interests of
the public,

“These restrictions
have only enabled people to
harass buyers, ending up in
litigation,” said Ashoka, add-
ing that in the “last 45 years,
about 83,171 cases have been
registered for violation of pro-
visions under Sections 79 (a)
and (b)". The Revenue Minis-
tersaidabout“12,231 casesare
still pending in court”.
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“Moreover, evenin cases where

_ theverdict wasin favour of the
government, we've not been

" able to recover more thath 1%

{

of the land,” he said.

Asofnow, transfer of agricul-
turallandtonon-agriculturists
is prohibited, save for certain
exceptions. This paved way for
misuse and fraud, the govern-
mentsaid. Now, even this provi-
sion will be repealed. “Anyone
can buy landin Telangana. We
wanttocreate the sameatmos-
phere here. This will also help
investmenw Madhuswamy
said, addingthat many Indian
stateshad doke away such pro-
visions.

The Cabinet decided to
amend Section 63 of the Act
to increase the ceiling on land
helding from 10 to 20units for
anindividual without family or
a family up to four pecple and
from 20 to 40 units for large
familiesabove five people. One
unitis 5.4 acres. The decision
was based on the recommen-

; dations of a sub-committee,
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