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Union Minister sirigl Irans’,

on Thursday targeted the
tormer Congress president
Rahul Gandhi while inter-
vening in the Budget discus-
sion in the Lok Sabha.

Speaking a couple of
hours after My, Gandhi at-
tacked the Narendra Modi
goverament in the Lok Sab-
ba, Ms. Irani hit oot at his re-
cord as the former Member
of Padiament from Amcthi,
the Lok Subha constituency
that she now represeuts in
Utiar Pradesh.

Without naming  Mr.
Gandli, she said, “This per-
son had said that he’s not
concerned about the Bud-
get, 1 am not surprised be-

_cause the Budget mentions

Aatinanirbhar

there was not even a CT scan
facility at the hospitals of his
constituency wlien lie was
an MP there.”

“When he was Amethi
MP, a trust of his family took
farmers’ fand on the pretext
of opening a medical cotlege.

sut they built a guest house
for themselves there. Being
Amethi Mp, 1T would like (o
say that if' somcone made
provision for a medical col-
lege here, it was Narendra
Modi,” claimied Ms. lrani.

When Congress leader
Adhir  Rargan  Chowdhury
objectedl to the charge, she
countered that she had facts
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Minister Anurag Thakur
spealking during the Budget
session on Thursday. =em

and could produce proof.
Earlier, Minister of State
for Finanee Anurag Thakur
not only defended the Bud-
get robustly but fired more
than a few broudsides
against Mr. Gandii, who had
preceded hinn as a speaker

during the discussion on the
Budget. Referring to Mr
Gandhi’s allegation of crony
capitalists being encouraged
urider the Modi government,
M. Thalur said that the cor-
porates to which he had re-
ferred had been given port
development projects in Ker-
ala, the State from which Mr.
Gandhi was elected.

“Even the grain silos that
Rahul Gandhi mentioned as
belonging to these corpo-
rates, which he says intend
to hoard grain and scll at
high prices, were set up un-
dor the UPA (United Progres-
sive Alliance) povernment.
e should examine the pre-
VioUs government’s dealings
with corporate houses,” said
Mr. Thakur.

‘opriti frani, Anurag Thakur take on Congress leader

Delending the Budget, they reply (o Rahul Gandhi's allegation of crony capitalism in the farm laws

“When you say hum do
hamarey do {us two, our
twe) you are not referring to
anyone but didi and Jijaji
(sister and brother-in-law},”
he said, referring to other
members of the Gandhi fa-
mily. “You say you speak for
farmers. In various States,
members of the first family
of Congress have taken cver
land under dubious circum-
stances,” he added.

Other Opposition meni-
bers who targeted the go-
vernment over Budgetary al-
locations included All India
Majlis-e-Tttahadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM) MP Imitiaz Ja-
leel, who alleged that alloca-
tions for minorities-refated

schemes had been cut by as -~

much as ¥1,024 crove.
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