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;I;M: Basavanna envisaged par]iamentar-’i%-"
democracy much before Magna Carta
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Bengaluru: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who laid the
foundation stone for a new
Parliament complex in New
Delhi on Thursday, spoke in
Kannada and made g refer-
ence to 12th-century social
reformer Basavanng and the
Anubhava Mantapa set up by
him in Bidar district,

He delved into India’s
democratic history and said
the texts available in Parlia-

Bt
NEW COMPLEX

ment are older than the Mag-
naCarta which is considered
thefoundation of democracy.
“Magna Cartawas written in
the 13th century, but Basa-

vanna envisioned a public .

parliament in the 19th centu-
ry in the form of Anubhava
Mantapa,” he said.

History is made as ppm
@narendramodi Ji laid the
foundation stone for the
New Parliament. The new
Parliament willbea
majestic representation of
world's oldest civilisation
and [argest democracy
blending its cultural
diversity and modern
infrastructure (sic}

Tweet by BS Yediyurappa
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The Anubhava Mantapa
in Basavakalyan, the abode
of great mysticism, spiritual
awakening and religiousdis-
course, emerged as a foun-
tainhead of egalitarian re.
naissance inthe12th century
and is regarded as the gene-
sis of parliamentary democ-
racy inIndian history.

In 2015, Modi had un.
veiled Basavanna’s statue on

the banks of Thames riverin
London during his visit
there to commemorate the
millennium of the philoso-
bher. Late Tumakuru mutt
seer Shivakumarg Swami
hadlaid the foundation stone
foritin February 2013,

“We hold the Magna Car-
ta in high esteem and use it
toquote on demacratio prin-
ciples. Much before Magna
Carta and 700 years before
Abraham Lincoln propaga-
ted the same issues, Basa-
vanna had mooted it,” Modi
had said in his brief speech.
Modi had also invoked the
social reformer, who ig wor-
shipped by Lingayats, dur.
ing hiscampajgnsinKarna-
taka for the assembly and
Lok Sabha polls.

Chief ministerBS Yedy-
urappa virtually participa-
ted in the function on

Thursday,

Sringeri priests
did bhoomi puja

Six priests from Sharada
Peetham of Sringeriand jts
Delhibranch performed
rituals during the bhoomi
puja conducted for the
Parliament complex.
Assuggested by the P6,
Union minister of
parliamentary affairs
Prathad Joshihad
approached Bharati Tirtha
Swaimi ofthe muttto selecta
team of priests, “Tangiral
Shivakumarsharma,
Lakshmi Narayan Somayaji
and his brother K$ Ganesh
Somayajiare from Sringerj
mutt, while Nagaraj Adiga,
Raghavendra Bhat and
Rishyasringa are from the
Delhi branch,” administrator
Jayachandra told ToL.




