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National interest first, talk§
‘onissues must go on: Modi
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Says Democracy “ Guru Nanak had said, ‘jabtak sansar rahe, ! ,
. IsA Med ium To tabtak sambad chalte rehna chahiye’ (so long I -
: . as the universe exists, dialogue must go on). All 3
Solve Differences our debate and dialogue, whether inside or outside |

Parliament, should reflect our oath for serving the
nation and our dedication to national interest... |f
the old Parliament House gave direction to post-
independence India, the new building would become
a witness to the creation of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
— PM Narendra Modi

The foundation for a new Parliament building was
laid on the ruins of a fiberal democracy

— P Chidambaram | Congress

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

i NewDelhi: In what seemed a
i defence of the new farm laws
: and other reforms, Prime
! Minister Narendra Modi on
i Thursday said all decisions

should be taken keeping na-

;> PM: Basavanna first thought
: of parfiamentary democracy, P 5

the new Parliament building

: tional interest in mind and
: thatof the current and future
! generations in mind even as
: hequoted Guru Nanak to say
a “dialogue must go on” on
the issuesof theday
: In a speech to mark the
: foundation stone ceremony of
¢ the new Parliament building,
i Modi saig democracy has al-

waysbeenamedium toresolve
differences. Pointedly citing
the teachings of Guru Nanak,
he said, “Guru Nanak had
said, ‘jabtak sansar rahe, tab-
tak sambad chalte rehna cha-
hiye' (so long as the universe
exists, dialogue must goon).”
The Prime Minister’s re-
marks came in the backdrop

of several opposition parties
skipping the function. No
Congress leader was present
barring -former Speaker
Shivraj Patil (former PM
Manmohan Singh send a
message), and DMK, TMC,
NCEF, Left parties, Shiv Sena,
SAD and 8P gave the proceed-
ings a miss. Several opposi-

tion parties have opposed the
Central Vistare-development
plan and those that did not
turn up have backed farm
unions opposed to the new
farm laws. Those who attend-

ed included YSRCP and BJD
among some others,

> ContinuedonP10

b ot s s s e repges: [ Gontiuer g R b5 SA——



" Farmers getting benefits
of new laws says Tomar

> Continued from page 1

T sarmers are protesting
-, over the laws that atlow
sale of produce outside
APMC-regulated  mandis
with protective legal frame-
work, encourage contract
farming and set higher bar
for imposing stock limits on
essential farm commeodities.
Explaining the farm laws,
Tomar said, “The govern-
ment wants to liberate farm-
ersfrom theshaclkles of ‘man-
di' so that they can sell their
produce anywhere, to any-
one, at their own price, out-
side the purview of the 'man-
dis’. The government has
made this law for the whole
country and farmers have
started getting benefits”
Goyai added that the election
resultof local bodies inRajas-
thanwasatestimony of farm-
ers'support to thelaws.

On the issue of penalty
provisions for stubble burn-
ing in the new ordinance on
air quality management in
Delhi-NCR, Goyal explained
the high penalty provisions
were largely meant for in-
dustries or industriai polhu-
tion. “The government is
committedforthe weil-being
of farmers. Onthestubble is-
sue, the government is sym-
pathetic to ensure farmers
are not put to any inconve-
nience,” headded.
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Not only farmers local peopre at Smghu horder are also showing up

in a sizeable number to sepport the protest against farm laws

Maldng farmers protest in winter
a violation of human rights: BIU

Neel.Kamal@timesgreup.com

Bathinda: Farmer organi-
sation BKU (Ekta Ugrahan),
which observed Internatio-
nal Human Rights Day at
Tikri border on Thursday,
has claimed that farmers fa-
cing the brunt of winter whi-
le on protest is & violation of
human rights by the Centre,
The organization saic hu-
man rights violations are on
therise in the country for ma-
ny years and raised its voice
for unconditional release of
writers, intellectuals and ra-
tionalists, including Gautam

Naviakha, Varvara Rao,
Anand Teltumbde and Sudha
Bhardwaj, who were arrested
in the Bhima Koregaon Elgar
Parishad case under the Un-
lawfid Activities (Prevention)
Act{UAFPA).

Activists of most of the 32
farmorganisationsaresitting
atSinghuborderbut BKU (Ek-
taUgrahan)members havebe-
en stationed at Tiluri border
for the last 15 days. “The go-
vermment is openly indulging
in violating human rights,
which needs to be reversed,”
said organisation president
Joginder Singh Ugrahan.




