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BJP move to dislodge Council
Chairman hits technical roadblock

- Party keen t6 take up this by seeking convening of session for

\

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT - B

BENGALURU

The ruling BJP’s plan to dis-
lodge Karnataka Legislative
Counci} Chairman K. Prath-
apchandra Shetty, with the
JD(S) support, seems o have
hit a technical roadblock.

Mr. Shetty had on Wed-
nesday set aside the ruling
party members’ atiempts to
move a no-confidence mo-
tion against him, saying that
he was seeking legal opinion

. ol the subject. Stating that

. the subject could be taken
up only after 14 days of sub-
mission of the notice, he had
refused to include it in the
agenda.

When BIP members again
raised the issue on Thursday,
the Chairman said the sub-
ject was not in the agenda
and that he had directed the
officials concerned tc con-
vey the legal opinion to the
BJP members.

Single largest party

This irked BJ? that has

emerged as the single largest
.~ party after the recent elec-
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tions to the graduates’ and
teachers’  constituencies.
Following this, the niing
party was hopeful of disledg-
ing the Chairman with the
support of JD(S) members.
In the wake of this, the go-
vernment is now planning to
write to the Chalrman asking
that the Council be con-
vened for another day on
Tuesday. Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister J.C.
Machuswamy told reperters
that theplan was to actually

iﬁ’ RJP members wiil

> meet the Governor
on Friday and seek
convening of the
Council session on
Tuesday for moving
the no-confidence
motion.

KOTA SRINIVAS POCJARY,
Floor Leacer

conduct the . Council till
Tuesday {December 15).
“We had demanded this

“in the Business Advisory

Committee. But as the Chair-
man had objected to this, we
had asked him to take a deci-
sion based on majority. We
will again write to him to
conduct the House on Tues-
day and allow us to take up
the no- confidence motion,”
he said.

Stating that it has been 14
days since the BJP members
submitted a notice seeking
no-confidence motion, he
said: “Although it was not in
the agenda, we had thought
it will be taken up as an addi-
tional subject. He has ad-

aday

journed the House without
even bringing it to our not-
jce. This has set a bad
precedent.”

-Floor Leader Kota Srini-
vas Poojary said the party
members would meet the
Governor on Friday and seek
convening of the session on
Tuesday for moving the no-
confidence motion.

As per tules, discussion
should be allowed on the no-
confidence motien as soen
as it is raised in the House,
BJP sources said. However,
Congress sources said that as
per rules the no-confidence
can be moved cnly afier 14
days of submitting the not-
ice.
The support of the JD(8),
which has 14 membersin the
75-meniber House, is crucial
to the BJP, which lacks num-
bers. While the BJP, after a
clean sweep in the recent
elections to the graduates’,
and teachers’ constituen-
cies, has 31 members in the
House, the Congress has 28
besides Mr. Shetty. There is
one Independent member.
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