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/Lok Sabha nod for Bill extendlng

SC/ST quotal State legislatures

\\W &o\

MPs call for contmumg HOH]II]EIUOH of Anglo Indians

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
FW’DELHI ’

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed
{One Hundred and Twenty-
endment} Bil,
2019, which continues the
reservation of seats for the
Scheduled Castes and Sche-

duled Tribes for another 10
¢ years, till Janmary 25, 2030.

Law Minister Ravi Shan-

© kar Prasad noted that the qu-
" otd i legislaturés was re-

quired tc build ‘a new
political ' leadership of the
two communities. The Bjll

© was passecl with 352 meixit
i bers in favour and none
{ against. The reserva’uon, for
.. 8Gs, 8Ts and Anglo-Indians

given for the past 70 years in
the Lok Sabha and the As-
semblies was due to end on

January 25, 2020.

the Constitution

The reservation for An-
glo-Indians in the form of
“nomination” is set to expire
on January 25 as the Bill
does not extend the facility
to the community. The Mi-
nister, in his reply, said
doors were not shut and the
matter would be considered.

Speaking during the dis-

cussion, Congress leader Ad-.

hir Ranjan Chowdhury said
the Minister should move an
amendment to the Bill to the
effect of extending the SC/ST
“reservation for 10 years but
should have been more con-
siderate of Anglo-Indians.

_‘Quiotas not enough’
Stating that the admission fi-
gures in the IIMs and IITs of
SC/ST communities were ve-
ry fow, DMK MP Kanimozhi

‘said, “Reservation. alone

isn’t enough; this intellec-

tual untouchability has to
end.” Sougata Ray of the Tri- .
namool questioned the fi-
gures released by the Minis-
ter on the number of

Anglo-Indians in India.

*The Minister is seeking

to take .away what Dr. Am-
bedkar gave us. Anglo-In-

dians have contributed im-
mensely for the country. Do |
- mot obliterate a commumity ..
‘of proud peeple,” the MP
said. TDP MP K. Ram Mohan -
Naidu, while supporting the .
Bill, said that with 98% jobs |
in the private sector, the go--

vernment must also look at

extending the reservation

“cover. Advocating for -the

Anglo-Indian community, he
noted that the government
was duty-bound to protect
these Indians too.




