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Bench seeks details on 213 names pendmv t h g‘overnment and Collegium

KRJSHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

Two hundred and thirteen
names recommended for ap-
pointment to various High
Courts are pending with the
government/Supreme Court

e

Empty chairs

38% of all sanctioned posts for judges in High Courts are lying
vacant as of December 1, 2019. The six HCs with most vacancies:

38 Vacancies

tinuous, collaborative and
integrated process, where
the government is an impor-
tant consiltee”.

The order is significant,
coming at a ime when inor-
dinate delays in the appoint-

i Collegium, the Supreme  ,°p 3y 5 L2 59.46- ment of High Court judges
Courtaid in a judicial order. A -y Py — and deple.tmg numbers in
At 'least the names on dasthan s the higher judiciary threaten
which the Supreme Court .J&K 7 8 9 5294 to affect the justice delivery
Collegium, the High Courts Patna 153 27 26 45.06 mechanism.
and the-governments had Odisha 27 4 13 48.15 The court has asked for a
agreed upon should be ap- Gujarat I 52 24 l 4615 list with details of the 213

pointed within six months,
the order said,

names, including when their
files were forwarded to the

“If recommendations of must take place within six Kishan Kaunland K.M.Joseph Prime Minister's Office
the High Court Collegium months. This is not to say said in an order dated De- (PMQ) and the time taken by
meet with the approval of that in other cases the pro- cember 6 and made availla-  the Law Ministry to forward
the Supreme Court Collegi-  cess should not be complet-  ble on Tuesday. thern to the PMO.

: um and the government, at ed within six months,” a It emphasised that the ap- ok
: 'least thieir appointments Bench of Justices Sanjay = pointments required “a com-  CONTINUED ON» PAGE 10

On the Supreme Court colle-
gium clearing the recom-
mendees, the Union Law

ment. However, no time li-
mit has been prescribed for
action by the Prime Minister

Z8C flags delay‘ nHC i
Judges’ appoint :
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Law Ministly; the time pe-
riod berween these two
dates; the date when the col- .

Ministry has to put up with-  legium cleared the names;
iy three weeks the recom-  the time period, etc.
mendanons to the Prime Mj-

nister who would advisethe ~ Falling appointments
President on the appoint- The B“énch observed in the

Order that the number of

judges appointed to the
High’ Courts has steadily

and the President. dipped since 2017, Judicial
The Bench directed that appointments to High
the list, which has to be vet-  Courts have nearly halved in

ted by Attorney General
K.K. Venugopal, to also in-
clude other detajls of the 213
pending names, including
the date when each recom-
mendation was made by the
High Court coliegium con-
cerned; date when the re-
commendation was for-
warded to the collegium
after consulting with the
State government by the

2019 compared to 2017 and
2018,

Only 65 _]udges have been
appointed to High Courts in
2019. It was 115 in 2017 and
1081in 2018. The High Couris
are ' functioning at nearly
50% of their sanctioned jud-
Icial strength. Of a total
1,079 judges sanctioned in
the High Courts, there are
410 vacancies,
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